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Life List Questions 
Read slowly and give students time to write.

1. Who are some important people in your 

life? Name them specifically. Family, 

friends? How about pets? (Individuals can 

be living or deceased.)

2. Who are some interesting people in your life? 

They could be people you are close to, or 

people who are interesting acquaintances, 

like the guy across the street who sings a 

song called “Mr. Pancake” to the tune of “Mr. 

Sandman” to call his dog home. What makes 

them interesting?

3. What are some of your favorite places? Name 

them. Think of indoors; think of outdoors. 

Add a few details if they come to mind. What 

are some interesting places you’ve seen, 

even if you didn’t like them? What are some 

places you hate?

4. What are some of your favorite belongings, 

things that mean a lot to you? Some 

jewelry? A necklace, watch, bracelet,  

ring? Something in your room? A piece  

of clothing?

5. What are some of your favorite movies? What 

are some movies you didn’t like? Do you 

have a favorite play?

6. What are some of your favorite books? 

Favorite short stories? (It may help to name 

some from the previous years’ curriculums.) 

Favorite poems?

7. Who is your favorite band or singer? Whom 

do you dislike?

8. What in the school would you change, if you 

could? What do you wish your school had? 

9. What would you change in your town? What 

do you wish your town had? What do you 

wish your town didn’t have?

10. What in our country would you change? Any 

laws or policies? Should any laws be added?

11. What makes you angry or annoyed?

12. What are your hobbies? What are things you 

know how to do well?

13. What else are you good at? What else do you 

know about, even if you think it’s no big deal—

like delivering papers, or babysitting, or playing 

card games?

14. At home, what do you know a lot about? 

15. In school, what are your favorite subjects? 

What subjects are easiest for you?

16. Can you remember any dreams that you’ve had 

that stand out in your mind? What happened?

17. Do you ever daydream? In the car, in school, or 

somewhere else? What do you think about? 

18. Try to remember a time in your life that was 

sad. Write a phrase or two. If you have more 

than one example, write both.

19. Try to remember a time that was scary. Write a 

phrase or two.

20. Try to remember a time that was difficult, or a 

time when you had to meet a big challenge. 

21. Note a time in your life that was funny—it could 

be with your family or friends. Maybe you have 

a few examples. Jot down a phrase for each.

22. Think of a time that was really joyful or 

happy. Maybe you can think of two or three 

times? What happened? Write a few phrases. 

23. Now think of a time that felt peaceful—not 

exactly funny, but peaceful, when you felt 

totally settled and at peace. You weren’t 

worried about anything; you felt all was right 

with the world. When was it? Who was there? 

Write a few words or phrases.
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Name   Date 

Me, in Metaphors

Think of eight qualities about yourself (these could be physical, emotional, mental) or talents that 

you have. List them. Think of an image (sight, sound, smell, taste, or texture) that could represent 

that quality. Then add to that image to make it interesting and descriptive.

Quality Basic Image Image with More Description

peaceful stones in a river
gray, black, and speckled stones that lie at the 
bottom of a noisy river

 Now, look at your last column. Add some alliteration, onomatopoeia, or personification  

to each image.
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Name   Date 

Setting Sketch

1.  Place:

2. Sights and Colors

 3. Sounds 4. Textures and Temperature

 5. Smells 6. Tastes (if any)  

7.  Is there any special history to this place? What was it before you were there?

8.  Think of an interesting detail to begin with in your first sentence. Look at your ideas above. 
Which one will you start with?

9.  Why is this place important to you? What does it mean to you? (This will be your ending.)

10.  Remember that a sketch is only a description, not a full story. Nothing needs to happen 
here, although you can put yourself in the scene in order to describe it. 
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Name   Date 

Ode

Choose a topic for your ode. It could be a special gift, an everyday item, something in nature, an 

abstract idea, or something else. It can be outside or indoors, big or small. Write your topic here:

Topic: ___________________________________________________________________________

Now, imagine it for a few minutes and fill out the chart below. This will be your brainstorming.

Sights (shape, size, characteristics, etc.) Colors

Smells

Touch (textures, temperature) Sounds

Personification 

(What does it do that is like a person’s actions?) 

Onomatopoeia (look above at “Sounds”)

Similes (description using like or as) Metaphor

Memories of the Topic Daily Routines Involving the Topic

Why did you choose this topic? What does it mean to you? Write your answer on the back.

Prewriting Sheet  27
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Ode to My Flute

A long,

graceful,

silver

instrument.

It makes 

so!, high music,

like birds.

The sounds rise

to the sky.

I breathe into

the smooth mouthpiece

and my fingers fly;

they jump 

from key

to key. 

They look

like jumping beans, 

hopping about. 

The flute flashes

the light from the sun

in the window.

The music 

flows

through the air,

touching

anything

that would

listen.

Ode to Thunderstorms

BOOM!  

CRASH!

The angry lightning

slaps a tree down

with its hot hands.

The humid air

hangs

over my head.

Flashes of light

slash through the sky.

The thunder roars

like a hungry lion.

The swi! wind

swishes 

through my hair.

The sky gets darker 

and darker, until

drops of warm water

splash my face.

I stand in a doorway

and watch the water

pour down, making 

the grass dance.

Little rivers run

down the street.

Minute a!er minute,

the clouds

trudge by

and out comes

the sun. 

Questions
1. Find a sight and a touch detail.

2. Find a simile.

3. How does the shape of the poem  

contribute to its meaning?

Questions
1. Find a sight, sound, and touch detail.

2. Find a simile and some personification.

3. What is the effect of having a blank line 

before the last line? Explain.

Model Writing: Ode  27
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Name   Date 

Personal Ballad

List memories Sights Sounds Smells Taste Touch

Memory #1

Memory #2

Memory #3

Memory #4

Brainstorming Chart  16
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Preliminary
Grade

Revised
Grade

Structure (paragraphs, length, title) 20%

Process (questions, prewriting, drafts) 20%

Ideas (setting, characters, details, theme) 20%

Language (no banned words, clichés, wordiness) 20%

Grammar/Spelling (punctuation, tenses, sentences, 

_____________________________ )
20%

TOTAL

Name   Date 

Living Legend

 1.  You will write a true story about an older person in your life, and you will write it in the first 
person, as if he/she were speaking. Read the sample legend and answer these prompts:

• Describe the main character—gender, age, job, traits, and so on.

• What does the main character want?

• Find five sensory details in the story.

• How does it feel to read this story in the first person?

 2.  Think of an older person in your life whom you could interview. Then think of 10 
questions you could ask that person in order to find a story to write about. Fill out the 
Prewriting Sheet: Living Legend Interview.

 3.  Schedule an interview with the person. Use your interview questions until you find a 
single story to write about. Do not try to write about his/her entire life. Find a moment.

 4.  Take your notes about your story, and complete the Prewriting Sheet: Short Story as best 
you can. You may need to speak to your interviewee again to get more details.

 5.  Write (or type) a first draft of your story. Remember to write in first person (I, me, we, us), 
as if you were the interviewee.

 6.  Make sure your story has a theme. Tell what the main character learned from this event. 

 7.  Your story should be at least ________ page(s). Revise and add details. Upgrade four verbs 
and give the story an engaging title. Edit your work.

 8. Submit your prewriting, drafts, final copy, and this sheet.

Writing Assignment  18 
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Name   Date 

Break Up With a Bad Habit

What is the habit you want to “break up” with? _____________________________________________

Brainstorm some ideas for each of the following sections:

1.  Introduction: State the purpose of the letter in the first sentence, and describe your “history” 
with the habit. You could even retell a specific incident. Jot down ideas and details here:

2.  Reason Paragraph #1: Tell why you want to stop the habit. Explain all the problems or 
suffering it has caused you. Brainstorm here:

3.  Reason Paragraph #2: Imagine your life without the habit. What would it be like? Describe a 
day or week without the habit dogging you.

4.  Conclusion: Reiterate the purpose of the letter. Write a vow to drop the habit starting today. 
Write an affirmation of the new qualities you will embrace instead of the habit. End your 
letter telling the habit of a new motto you will use to remind yourself to be strong. Write 
your ideas here: 

Prewriting Sheet  30
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Preliminary
Grade

Revised
Grade

Structure (length, paragraphs, title) 20%

Process (prewriting, editing, drafts) 20%

Ideas (honest reflection, sensory details) 20%

Language (no banned words, clichés, wordiness) 20%

Grammar/Spelling (punctuation, tenses, sentences, 

_____________________________ )
20%

TOTAL

Name   Date 

Ponder the Progress

 1.  You will write a reflection paper about your progress in class so far this year.  
(There are no “right” answers to this! Be honest and genuine with yourself.)  
Complete the Prewriting Sheet: Ponder the Progress.

 2.  Using your answers from the Prewriting Sheet, write up your reflection.  
Create paragraphs that seem logical to you. Follow the order of the sheet.

• A strong intro could start with the scene (and sensory details) from #1–2.

• A strong conclusion would be about your dreams and the three ways you could 
improve in class.

 3.  Read what you have. Revise. Think of a title for the piece.

 4.  Edit your work. The piece should be at least ________ page(s).

 5.  Submit your prewriting, drafts, final copy, and this sheet. 

Writing Assignment  34
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Name   Date 

Parental Persuasion

1.  Below, brainstorm some possible issues that you would like to persuade your parent(s) or 
guardian(s) about. These can be major or minor:

2.  Circle one above. Now, brainstorm some reasons for your cause:

3.  Persuasion usually draws from three types of arguments: reasoning (logos), emotional appeal 
(pathos), and trust in the speaker (ethos). Rewrite your reasons in these categories and add to 
each. Continue on another sheet.

• Logos (facts, reasons, numbers, statistics, events):

• Pathos (emotional appeal—What would make them feel sad, guilty, or afraid?  
What would make them laugh or feel joy?)

• Ethos (trust in you as a person, your good character)

4.  How could you organize this piece? On a separate sheet, group up your ideas  
into paragraphs. 

5.  Now, think about how to begin your piece. You could begin with “Imagine . . .” and describe a 
scene, using pathos. You could begin with a statistic (logos). You could begin by writing about 
your own character and integrity (ethos). Write down an idea or two below:

6.  How could you end this piece? A strong conclusion could also include logos, pathos, or ethos. 
You could also try an if/then sentence. What reason might make a powerful ending?

Prewriting Sheet  39
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Name   Date 

Personal Essay

1.  What topic will your essay be about? 

2.  Write down a definition of your topic (either your own or from the dictionary):

3.  Write down your personal feelings or opinion about your topic. Is it good? bad? useful? 
important? easy? difficult? common? rare? What do you want to say about it?  
Brainstorm some ideas:

4.  Think of one or two real-life stories that illustrate your topic and your feelings. For example,  
if you’re writing about the dangers of anger, you could tell about a time when you (or someone) 
got angry and lost a friendship or something else important. This should be a true story from  
your life.

5.  Look up a quote related to your topic. Copy that quote and its author. You can have more  
than one.

6.  Think about other examples that illustrate your topic (from books, short stories, poems, history, 
movies, etc.). Add at least one and cite it.

7.  What’s your final conclusion about your topic?

8.  What is an interesting way to start this essay? Write a possible first sentence below:

On another sheet of paper, take these ideas and group them in an order that seems right to you.

Prewriting Sheet  43
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Name ____________________________________________   Date ________________________________

How to Have an Opinion About Literature
1. Could you identify with the main character? Did he/she seem like a real person? Was he/she 

likeable? Could you picture him/her clearly? Was there enough description?

2. Did the other characters seem believable? Why or why not?

3. Did the place(s) seem believable? Did you feel like you were there? Was there  

enough description?

4. Was the story itself interesting? Did it seem too slow or too fast? Was it believable? When 

you were reading the story, did you go along with it, as if it could be true, or did you say to 

yourself, “This could never happen”? Explain.

5. Was the climax/resolution satisfying, or was it a let-down? Was it too easy and predictable?

6. Do you feel like the main character learned something important? Did he/she change by the 

end of the story?

7. Did you enjoy the author’s writing style? Why or why not?

8. What was your favorite part? Why?

9. What was a part that you didn’t like? Why?

10. Would you recommend this piece of literature to another reader? To a specific  

audience? Why?

Book Review  37
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Name   Date 

Analysis of a Song

1.  Choose a song you would like to analyze. Write the title and artist below: 

2.  Find lyrics to the song online. If possible, print them so you can annotate. Or, save them to a 

document that you can annotate on the screen.

3. Read the lyrics. What is this song about? What is the topic? Is there a claim? What is the mood 

of the song? Write down some initial ideas on a sheet of paper.

4. Annotate the song:

  Note any imagery in the song. What are the sights and colors, (described) 
sounds, smells, textures, or tastes? Label them.

  Circle or highlight any rhyming words.

 Underline any repetition or parallelism (partial repetition).

 Note any similes or metaphors.

 Note any other literary devices, such as onomatopoeia or personification.

5. On your paper, answer these questions: What is the effect of the above techniques?  

Does the rhyming make the song more upbeat, sad, or wistful? What mood do the  

similes and metaphors create? How so?

6.  Now answer these questions: What parts are repeated the most? What is the effect of this?  

Do these lines relate to the main idea of the song?

7.  Think about the music. Label the parts that are slower or faster, softer or louder.  

What is the effect of this? Does the variation help communicate the main idea? Write  

about it on your paper.

8. Are there any particular instruments that stand out in the song? How so? Does it contribute  

to the song’s meaning? Write about it on your paper.

9. Now, tie it all together. What is this song trying to do? What is it trying to express? How is the 

listener supposed to feel? How do the images, rhyming, repetition, and other devices contribute 

to this? How does the music contribute to this? Write out your ideas on your paper.

10. Does this song succeed in what it is trying to do? How so, or why not? Craft a claim out of this 

idea and write it on your paper.

Prewriting Sheet  44
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Preliminary
Grade

Revised
Grade

Structure (length, paragraphs, title) 20%

Process (prewriting, drafts, editing) 20%

Ideas (claim, 1 main idea per paragraph, details, 
intro, conclusion) 

20%

Language (no banned words, clichés, wordiness; 
strong verbs, transition words) 

20%

Grammar/Spelling (punctuation, tenses, sentences, 

_____________________________ )
20%

TOTAL

Name   Date 

Analysis of Art
 1.  Examine the painting used as a sample for this activity. Answer the following questions:

• What do you notice about this painting? List at least ten ideas.

• What is the mood of this painting? Why do you think so?

• What is the painter’s purpose? What is the deeper meaning or truth here?

 2.  Read the model essay and answer the following questions:

• What is the writer’s claim about the painting?

• What evidence from the painting supports this claim?

• Do you agree with this writer’s interpretation of the painting? Give examples 
about why and/or why not.

 3.  Complete the Prewriting Sheet: Analysis of Art.

 4.  Formulate an interpretation of the painting, using #8 and #9 on the Prewriting Sheet. 
Write out your claim on a piece of paper.

 5.  Look at the information from the other questions on the Prewriting Sheet. Look at your 
annotations. What specific examples can support your claim and interpretation of the 
painting? Form at least three main ideas, and list them. Beside each main idea, list your 
specific examples from the painting.

 6.  Using your plan, write up a draft. Be sure that each paragraph has only one main idea with 
examples. Your analysis should be ________ page(s).

 7.  Be sure to have an engaging intro and a thought-provoking conclusion.

 8.  Read your draft and revise. Upgrade four words and add a title. Edit your work.

 9.  Submit your prewriting, drafts, final copy, and this sheet.

Writing Assignment  46


