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Our Language & Culture are the Roots of Our Lives
~

I Lengguahi-Ta yan Kuttura-Ta I Hali’ I Lina’la’-Ta
~

MWáleyaasch Me KKoosch NGe Waaral Malawasch



What is the Pacific Islands Bilingual 
Bicultural Association (PIBBA)?

� It is a non-profit professional organization whose mission is 
to promote bilingualism and biculturalism in the Pacific island 
areas of  Guam, Commonwealth of  the Northern Mariana 
Islands (CNMI), Republic of  Palau, Republic of  the Marshall 
Islands, Hawaii, American Samoa, and the Federated States of  
Micronesia through the development of  policies, 
dissemination of  information, involvement of  the community, 
and encouragement of  quality education programs.



PIBBA’s Mission Continued

� PIBBA establishes channels of  communication for 
disseminating information relevant to bilingual-
bicultural policies in the Pacific; to foster 
community involvement in the development and 
implementation of  bilingual-bicultural philosophy 
in the Pacific; and to encourage the 
implementation of  quality programs of  bilingual-
bicultural instruction in our Pacific Island schools 
and communities.



PIBBA International Website:

http://pibbainternational.blogspot.com



Culture and Language
� Culture and language are part of our identity. They 

provide insight of where we come from and who 
we are.  PIBBA aims to make a positive impact on 
culture and language. It is my hope that it will 
continue its mission, so that our cultures and 
languages will survive the test of time. 



Culture and Language Cont’d
� Join us to perpetuate the PIBBA Way to experience 

the culture, language, splendor, and tradition.  The 
familiar chorus of Iokwe, Raan Annim, Kaselehlia, 
Alii, Aloha, Olomwaay, Hafa Adai, Tuwoh, 
Mogethin, Talofa unite us.  It further reminds us to 
share the knowledge and richness from the pillars of 
our people and the cultural wisdom that abound us 
as familia ~ The Pacific Way ~ The PIBBA Way.



� In an effort to help preserve the cultures and 
languages of our Pacific islands, former Pacific 
Islands Bilingual Bicultural Association (PIBBA) 
Guam Chapter Indigenous Pioneers of the Year 
(POY) and Indigenous Teachers of the Year 
(TOY) share their thoughts on the importance of 
language and culture in the Pacific.  Their words 
of wisdom have inspired me, and I hope it will do 
the same for you.  They have been archived in 
the written word.  It is not inclusive of all POYs 
and TOYs, but as more interviews are 
completed, additional content will be added 
and compiled accordingly.  





� Snapshots of past PIBBA conferences are also 
included to give a glimpse of some of the joyful 
moments experienced annually.  PIBBA has been 
around for almost four decades, and I’m hopeful it 
will be around for generations to come.  There’s no 
doubt that together, we can make a world of 
difference in the language and cultural 
experiences of our beautiful Pacific islands.  



� May we always cherish our beloved islands, from 
gorgeous Guam to lovely CNMI, to spectacular 
Palau and the enduring Marshall Islands ~ from 
mysterious Hawaii to flourishing American 
Samoa, to magical Pohnpei, sleepy Kosrae, 
glorious Chuuk, and natural & colorful Yap.



� Thoughts on language:
“Although we speak different languages in the Pacific, 
we find similarities in other Pacific Islanders in 
promoting a sense of oneness and of social interaction 
in each of our unique Pacific language identity.”

2010
Indigenous Teacher of the Year:  

Antonia Masga Calvo

� Thoughts on language:
“However different or similar we are in cultures in the 
Pacific, we identify and respect differences and 
similarities of tradition, values, and practices in each of 
our unique Pacific culture.”





�Thoughts on language:
“Language is our connection to the past.  It 
carries our stories, so it can be retold.”

2016
Indigenous Pioneer of the Year:  

Joseph Franquez, M.A.Ed.

�Thoughts on language:
“The values of culture in the Pacific are a 
harmonious celebration of music, dance, and 
stories.  They should never cease.”





� Thoughts on language and culture:
“Language is the foundation of our uniqueness that 
we must pass down to our children.  It is the 
storyboard that connects us to our culture (tradition, 
religion, history) as it tells us of who we are, where we 
came from, and what we believe in.  It is important to 
know the struggles our people have gone through 
and will continue to do just to live our culture, 
otherwise the language and culture will be erased.”

2017
Indigenous Pioneer of the Year:  

Lois Taitano Gumataotao, M.A.Ed.





�Thoughts on language:
“Pacific people share the same unique 
language and culture through our ocean.”

2016
Indigenous Teacher of the Year:  

Joseph Leon Guerrero

�Thoughts on language:
“We share the same values of respect and 
Inafa’maolek in our language, songs, 
chants, and dance.”





�Thoughts on language:
“Language connects us as people.”

2017
Indigenous Teacher of the Year:  

Rose Gloria Mafnas

�Thoughts on culture:
“Our culture is a spirit of Inafa’maolek.”





�Thoughts on language and culture:
“Just be humble, be compassionate, 
and be inspirational.  Our culture, 
language, and tradition will continue 
to inspire spiritually.”

2014
Indigenous Teacher of the Year:  

Barbara Manibusan





�Thoughts on language:
“Our indigenous language defines us as 
people in the Pacific connected by our 
ocean.”

2005
Indigenous Teacher of the Year:  

Rufina F. Mendiola

�Thoughts on language:
“Pacific cultures make us unique, and our 
traditional practices can be seen in the way we 
sing, dance, chant, and tell our stories.” 





� Thoughts on language:
“It is through the indigenous language that one can truly 
understand the culture of a people particularly the none tangible or 
not visible aspects of culture. Language is the soul of culture; 
without it, the cultural practices and beliefs will soon disappear as 
well.”

2001
Indigenous Pioneer of the Year:  

Rosa Salas Palomo, M.A.Ed.

� Thoughts on language:
“Indigenous Pacific cultures come from small indigenous groups of 
people in the Pacific. As relatively small communities on small 
islands and hundreds and hundreds of miles of ocean between 
them, we are easily engulfed by the rest of the world who are much 
larger, powerful, and with more resources than indigenous 
communities have. Thus, changes and loss to both culture and 
language are inevitable and faster than we’d like to occur. We 
must take heed and consciously work diligently at not assisting 
such changes to overcome us.”



�Thoughts on language and culture:
“Culture and language are part of our 
identity. They provide insight of where we 
come from and who we are.  They further 
remind us to share the knowledge and 
richness from the pillars of our people and the 
cultural wisdom that abound us as familia.”

2014
Indigenous Pioneer of the Year:  

Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera





�Thoughts on language and culture:
“Cultural knowledge is best 
discussed, explained, and 
described in one’s specific 
language.”

2011
Indigenous Pioneer of the Year:  

Dr. Marilyn C. Salas





� Thoughts on language and culture:
“As people from the Pacific, we share one mind, 
one heart, one soul. Although we may be far 
apart, we share the same values, the same 
attitude, and many times, the same way of life ~ 
Not only for the yesterdays, but also for today, and 
for the future. Biba Pacific Islanders!”

2011
Indigenous Teacher of the Year:  

Dr. Gregorio Tainatongo





� Thoughts on language:
“Like the multiple intelligences we all possess, we too have 
multiple languages within us...Languages of our mind, our heart, 
our body, our soul, our senses, our feelings, and our being.”

2015
Indigenous Teacher of the Year:  

Theresa E.G. “Ewy” Taitano

� Thoughts on culture:
“If I can do it, I will.
If I can’t, I’ll try.
If I’m not able to, 

I’ll find a way.”

“Take care,
Be safe,
Stay strong!”





How do you say THANK YOU in the Pacific:
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