
 
 
  

 
  

A Message from the President 
Seasons Greetings! It has been a wondrous few weeks since the last newsletter. Firstly, I want 

to acknowledge the efforts of the committee for the 31st Language Arts Conference held at the Pacific 
Star Resort & Spa. The event was one full of joy and wonder for educators of different subjects and 
grades. Presentations and strategies were given throughout the two day event, and I am certain 
that each educator there brought one strategy back to their classroom. I know I did! If you did not 
get to attend, don’t worry! There’s always next year! 

Secondly, in the past few weeks, the Guam Council of the International Reading Association’s (GC-IRA) annual 
Read-a-thon concluded, and the results will be announced next month. I would like to thank the GC-IRA Board for their 
trust in me, the GC-IRA members for their help, the schools for their participation, and most especially, the Read-a-thon 
school representatives for their diligence and efforts in facilitating Read-a-thon activities. Lastly, don’t forget to come to the 
Agana Shopping Center for GC-IRA’s annual Community Book Fair. Many books and adventures await you! 

 

Thank you, Your 2019 IRA President, 
 Nilfa Milan 
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Twelve-year-old Marlee doesn't have many friends until she 
meets Liz, the new girl at school. Liz is bold and brave, and 
always knows the right thing to say, especially to Sally, the 
resident mean girl. Liz even helps Marlee overcome her 
greatest fear, speaking, which Marlee never does outside her 
family. But then Liz is gone, replaced by the rumor that she 
was a Negro girl passing as white. But Marlee decides that 
doesn't matter. Liz is her best friend. And to stay friends, 
Marlee and Liz are willing to take on integration and the 
dangers their friendship could bring to both their families. 



 

 

 

	

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
  

IRA Board Members: 
Nilfa Milan, President 

Liwayway Anicas, Recording Secretary/Table 3 
Liwanag Dominguez, Corresponding 

Secretary/Professional Resources 
Geri Charfauros, Treasurer 

Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera, Webmaster/Professional 
Development 

Melissa Gentapanan, Historian  
Stephanie Taitano, Membership 

Rose Castro, Scholastic Order/Author Visit 
Manda Tenorio, Book Exchange 

Mae Mendiola, Electronics 
Vivian Wolff, Grants 

Dr. Darlene Roberto, Mistress of Ceremony 
April Ann Cordova, Newsletter 

Dylan Orot, Newsletter 
Elvina Johnson, Novelties 
Verna Mendiola, Novelties 

Martha Sudo, Professional Development 
Annette Leon Guerrero, Hardcover and Young Adults 

Geri Eclavea, Paperback Picture Books 

BOOK EXCHANGE 
 

Book exchange is available at the monthly IRA meetings and the December Community Book 
Fair! Bring any new or used books in good condition to exchange for another book free of charge. 
This is a great way to satiate your appetite for reading! Stop by the Book Exchange table at 
the next IRA meeting!  
 

 

SPEND IT ALL! SPEND IT NOW! 
 

The Guam Council of the International Reading Association’s “Spend It All! Spend It Now!” 
will be on January 19 at J.Q. San Miguel Elementary School in Toto. This event is primarily 
for teacher participants of the annual Read-a-thon, or for members looking to get some extra 
goodies for their classroom or school. Selected novelties, children’s stories, novels, and electronics 
will be on display!  

COMMUNITY BOOK FAIR 
 

The Guam Council of the International Reading 
Association will be hosting its annual 
Community Book Fair on December 1 from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Agana Shopping Center. Be 
prepared for an extensive array of books to satisfy 
your hunger for the written word! This is an 
event for teachers and parents looking to foster a 
love for reading in their child(ren) or for the avid 
reader looking for their next adventure! 
Christmas goodies for stocking stuffers will also be 
available for purchase at the Novelties table, so 
mark your calendars!  
 

Happy Retirement & Best Wishes,  

Lois T. Gumataotao 
Thank you for your years of service: 

2018 IRA President 
2017-2018 IRA President-elect 

Dedicated IRA member 



 

  

  

November IRA Meeting 
31st Language Arts Conference 

November 10, 2018 
Pacific Star Resort & Spa, 

Tumon 
 

Presentation - Parks as Classrooms: Utilizing storytelling 
to bring Guam’s history to life.  

Special thanks to the Notre Dame High School 
National Honor Society students for their help during 
the event! 



Featured Authors 

The Twelve Days of Christmas, Chamorro Style or Dosi na 
Ha'anin Krismas, Maneran Chamorro is a bilingual book of a 
Father or Tata giving presents to his child. The gifts include things 
that we eat, like, or use in our Chamorro culture. 

Lepblon Pinenta Para I Famagu'on or Children's Coloring Book is 
a bilingual book that teaches the colors, numbers, animals, fruits 
and vegetables, parts of the body and other things we value in our 
Chamorro culture. Children can enjoy coloring the pictures and 
learning Chamorro! 

 

Catherine Payne is a local author, and "Chepchop Unai" is her 
third book. Cathy is a graduate of the Academy of Our Lady of 
Guam. She has a bachelor's degree from the University of 
California at Berkeley and master's degrees from Harvard 
University and Columbia University. She works as an adjunct 
instructor at the University of Guam and as an assistant editor 
at The Guam Daily Post. In her spare time, she writes books for 
children and travel. 


