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Teaching Pacific Island Students 

Educators in the Pacific are teaching 

more diverse populations in general 

education classrooms.  With the diversity 

that exists in classrooms today, it is 

necessary for teachers to realize the 

pressures on the English Learners (ELs) 

to perform at an acceptable level while 

learning the same district standards that 

all students are expected to meet. 

 



What is differentiated instruction? 

Instructional theory that allows teachers 

to face this challenge by taking diverse 

student factors into account when 

planning and delivering instruction.  

Based on this theory, teachers can 

structure learning environments that 

address the variety of learning styles, 

interests, and abilities found within a 

classroom (Willoughby, 2011). 
 



What do we need to do? 
Address the needs of ELs, whose first 

language is a language other than English with 

the use of differentiated instruction. 

Strive to ensure that our student population, 

which includes a rich diversity in cultures from 

around the Pacific islands and abroad, meet 

academic and content standards that all 

students are expected to meet.  

Provide the opportunity for all ELs to become 

active learners of meaning and in making 

connections and transitions among ideas and 

elements. 

Use effective strategies to empower language 

and culture. 



What do we need to do? Continued 
1.  Know your students. 

Identify the level at which the students are 

working in your content area   

  (e.g., Test scores, evaluations, etc.). 

Administer a learning style inventory to  

determine the learning preferences of the 

students.  

  (e.g., http://www.personal.psu.edu/bxb11/LSI/LSI.htm) 

Check with your guidance counselor. 

Be aware of the students’ interests.  

  (e.g., Topics & activities they are interested in) 

http://www.personal.psu.edu/bxb11/LSI/LSI.htm


What do we need to do? Continued 
2.  Determine areas of the curriculum that could  

     be adapted to differentiated instruction. 

Examine the instructional goals and objectives 

for the district’s content areas.  

  (i.e., concepts, skills, etc.) 

Select one or two broad concepts/skills to focus 

on, and of which can be taught in various 

degrees of complexity. 

Brainstorm activities and assessments that  

address concepts/skills, while at the same  

   time covering a range of learning styles,   

interests, and abilities. 



What do we need to do? Continued 

3.  Evaluate your role as a teacher. 

Brainstorm ways to provide a variety of 

instructional delivery methods   

  (i.e., visual, auditory, kinesthetic approaches). 

Create a general plan for making maximum use 

of time, space, and materials in the classroom.    

Be mindful that not all students will be working 

on the same assignment at the same time.  Be 

prepared to address their needs. 

Identify alternative forms of evaluation 

regarding student performance.   



Using Differentiated Instruction: 

Hands-On Exploration 

 Picture Prompt 
(Schema/Comprehension Activity) 

Instructions:  Show students an image with no 

explanation, and ask them to identify/explain 

it, and justify their answers. Or ask students to 

write about it using terms from lecture, or to 

name the processes and concepts shown. 

Also works well as group activity. Do not give 

the “answer” until they have explored all 

options first. 



Picture Prompt Continued 

 



Hands-On Exploration Continued 

Choral Response 
(Vocabulary/Comprehension Activity) 

Directions:  Ask a question to 

the class at large; volume of 

answer will suggest degree of 

comprehension. Very useful to 

“drill” new vocabulary words to 

students. 



Choral Response Continued 

 
“What does Kaselehlia 

mean?” 



Hands-On Exploration Continued 

Think Break 

(Problem-Solving Activity) 

Directions:  Ask a rhetorical question, and then 

allow 20 seconds for students to think about 

the problem before you go on to explain. This 

technique encourages students to take part in 

the problem-solving process even when 

discussion isn't feasible. Having students write 

something down (while you write an answer 

also) helps assure that they will in fact work on 

the problem. 



Think Break* Continued 

 
“Don’t you wish everyone 

were here?” 

*Rhetorical question:  A question that is asked merely for 

effect with no answer expected. The answer may be 

obvious or immediately provided by the questioner. 



Hands-On Exploration Continued 

Total Physical Response (TPR) 

(Engaging Activity) 

Directions:  Students either stand or 

sit to indicate their binary answers, 

such as True/False, to the 

teacher’s questions. 



Total Physical Response (TPR) 

Continued 

 
Teacher:  Kalangan means    

goodbye. 

Teacher:  Kalangan means thank  

you. 

Teacher:  I na’an hu si Dr. Greg. 

Teacher:  I na’an hu si Dr. Rivera. 
 

 

 

Note:  If your answer is true, stand up.  If 

your answer is false, sit down. 



Hands-On Exploration Continued 

Hand Held Response Cards  
(Comprehension/Vocabulary/Engaging Activity) 

Directions:  Distribute (or ask students 

to create) standardized cards that can 

be held aloft as visual responses to 

instructor questions. Example:  green 

card for true, red for false. Or hand-

write a giant letter on each card to use 

in multiple choice questions. 



Hand Held Response Cards 

Continued 

 
Teacher:  Hafa Adai means thank you.  

Teacher:  Hafa Adai means hello. 

Teacher:  Palikir is the capital of FSM. 

Teacher:  Pohnpei is the capital of FSM. 

Teacher:  Malesso is the capital of Guam.  

Teacher:  Hagatna is the capital of Guam.  
 

 
Note:  If your answer is true, hold up the green 

card.  If your answer is false, hold up the red card. 



Hands-On Exploration Continued 

Student Polling 
(Comprehension/Engaging Activity) 

Directions:  Select some students to 

travel the room, polling the others on a 

topic relevant to the course, then 

report back the results for everyone. 
 



Student Polling Continued 

 

“What is the importance of 

language and culture?” 



Hands-On Exploration Continued 

Make Them Guess 
(Schema/Vocabulary Activity) 

Directions:   Introduce a new subject 

by asking an intriguing question, 

something that few will know the 

answer to (but should interest all of 

them). Accept blind guessing for a 

while before giving the answer to build 

curiosity. 



Make Them Guess Continued 

 

“Where is Nan Madol?” 



Hands-On Exploration Continued 

Punctuated Lectures 
(Listening/Writing Activity) 

Directions:  Ask student to perform five 

steps: listen, stop, reflect, write, give 

feedback. Students become self-

monitoring listeners. 



Punctuated Lectures Continued 

 

PIBBA Song 

PIBBA_Song.wma
PIBBA_Song.wma


Hands-On Exploration Continued 

Pass it On! 
(Assessment Activity) 

Directions: Provide chalk, soft toy, or 

an item of your choice; whoever has it 

must answer your next question, and 

they pass it on to the student of their 

choice. 

  
 



Pass it On! Continued 

 
Note: Pass the bean bag.  Whoever 

has it must answer your next question, 

and they pass it on to the student of 

their choice. 

  
 



Hands-On Exploration Continued 

Think-Pair-Share 
(Cooperative Learning Activity) 

Directions: Students share and compare 

possible answers to a question with a 

partner before addressing the larger 

class. 

  
 



Think-Pair-Share Continued 

 

Writing Prompt: “Hayi na’an mu?  Hafa 

tatatmanu hao?”” 

  
 



Translation:  “What is your name?     

How are you?” (Chamorro) 
 

Think-Pair-Share Continued 

 



 Word –A-Rama Dice Game                  
1. Select a card to see cultural theme* of 

the game. 

2. Roll the dice to determine how many 

words you can say in your native 

tongue. 

3. Say the amount of native words, 

according to the number you rolled from 

the dice. 

*Cultural themes:  Food, fishing, people, beliefs, 

animals, home, family, landmarks, songs, legends, land, 

weaving, transportation, customs, dance, music, etc. 

Hands-On Exploration Continued 



 Sentence-A-Rama Dice Game 
1. Select a card to see cultural theme of 

the game. 

2. Roll the dice to determine how many 

sentences you can say in your native 

tongue. 

3. Say the amount of native sentences, 

according to the number you rolled 

from the dice. 

Hands-On Exploration Continued 



 Song-A-Rama Dice Game 
1. Select a card to see cultural theme of 

the game. 

2. Roll the dice to determine how many 

songs you can sing in your native 

tongue. 

3. Sing the amount of songs, according 

to the number you rolled from the 

dice. 

Hands-On Exploration Continued 



 Story-A-Rama Dice Game 

1. Select a card to see cultural theme of 

the game. 

2. Roll the dice to determine how many 

stories* you can tell in your native 

tongue. 

3. Tell the amount of stories, according 

to the number you rolled from the 

dice. 

*You may create your own story or retell a story of 

your choice. 

Hands-On Exploration Continued 



Conclusion  

When students truly engage in meaningful 

differentiated instruction, remarkable things 

happen!   

 

If you have any questions, feel free to 

contact Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera at 

mnrivera1@yahoo.com.  

 

SI YU’OS MA’ASE’!   

      THANK YOU! 

mailto:mnrivera1@yahoo.com
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