
We will be Launching Read-A-
Thon 2011 ñRead To Succeedò this 

year at Ordot -Chalan Pago Ele-
mentary Schoolôs Cafeteria.  We 

hope to inspire you in a whole new 
way by providing you an unforgetta-

ble program.   

Mildred Lujan Afaisen, Program 
Director for the College Access 
Challenge Grant Program  
(CACGP) at the Guam Community 
College will be providing us valuable 
information on how we can assist 
our students, children, or relatives in 
the future.  CACGPôs mission is to 
significantly increase the number of 
underrepresented students in the 
middle and high schools that are 
prepared to enter and succeed in 
post-secondary education.  Donôt 
miss out on this opportunity for our 
future leaders because their hand-
outs will definitely disappear from 

the table! 

Dr. Marilyn Jackson from the Uni-
versity of Guam will be presenting 
Interactive Reading Homework : 
How parents and teachers can help 
young children develop emerging 
literacy skills with innovative felt 
board storybook model.  This mini 
workshop will be able to assist day-
care and preschool professionals in 

providing countless visual surprises. 

Margaret Asuncion, Maria Elena 
Blas, and Anne Doi from Ordot-
Chalan Pago Elementary School 
and H.B. Price Elementary School 
will be presenting ABC Jobs .  This 
hands-on mini workshop will take 
you through the alphabet, one letter 

at a time.  You will be able to ex-
perience the different careers 
through a kid friendly approach.  
Join their journey of paper, glue, 

andé.shampoo?! 

Suzette Nelson from Andersen 
Middle School will be sharing 
Digital Trailers , an idea that 
turned out to be a Guam Council-
IRA Grant winner.   As a Lan-
guage Arts teacher, she was able 
to use technology to promote 
reading. Her innovative approach 
was not only a gravity defying mo-
ment, but it also lead to an unex-
pected bonding between family 
members.  You would certainly 
want to put your mobile phone on 

silent for this mini workshop! 

We hope you will be able to 
come and experience the mixture 
of songs, cheers, presentations 
and discover the Read-A-Thon 
2011 ñRead To Succeedò world 
where anything can happen if you 

let it! 
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We would like 
to thank the 
f o l l o w i n g 
schools for join-
ing this yearôs 

Read-A-Thon: 

Ad aca o  E l em ent a r y 
School, Agana Heights 
Elementary School, As-
tumbo Elementary School, 
Carbullido Elementary 
School, Chief Brodie Ele-
mentary School, D.L. 
Perez Elementary School, 
F.Q. Sanchez Elementary 
School, Finegayan Ele-
mentary School, H.S. Tru-
man Elementary School, 
H.B. Price Elementary 
School, Inarajan Elemen-
tary School, J.M. Guerrero 
Elementary School, L.B.J. 

Elementary School, Liguan 
Elementary School, M.A. 
Ulloa Elementary School, 
M.U. Lujan Elementary 
School, Machananao Ele-
mentary School, Marcial 
S a b l a n  E l e m e n t a r y 
School, Merizo Martyrs 
Memorial School, Ordot-
Chalan Pago Elementary 
School, P.C. Lujan Ele-
mentary School, Talofofo 
Elementary School, Ta-
m u n i ng  E l em e n ta r y 
School, Upi Elementary 
School, Wettengel Ele-
mentary School, Agueda I. 
Johnston Middle School, 
Astumbo Middle School, 
V.S.A. Benevente Middle 
School, F.B. Leon Guer-
rero Middle School, Inara-

jan Middle School, Jose L.G. 
Rios Middle School, Ocean-
view Middle School, L.P. 
Untalan Middle School, 
George Washington High 
School, John F. Kennedy 
High School, Okkodo High 
School, Simon Sanchez 
High School, Southern High 
School, Notre Dame High 
School, Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Catholic School, 
San Vicente Catholic 
School, St. Francis Catholic 
School, St. Paul Christian 
Schools, Just Kidding Day 
Care, Little Ones Daycare, 
Montessori School of Guam.  
We hope to have more 
schools, preschools, and 
daycares to join our annual 
event. 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION   
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January 31 ï February 

16, 2011 

Monday ï Wednesday  

Distribute Read-A-Thon 
Pledge Cards 

 

February 5, 2011  

Saturday  

Read-A-Thon 2011 
ñRead To Succeedò  

Kick-Off 

Ordot-Chalan Pago Ele-
mentary Cafeteria  

8:00 A.M. ï 11:00 A.M. 

 

February 16, 2011  

Wednesday  

Turn in Pledge Cards 
and Money to Teachers 

(ON-TIME MONEY IS 
DUE TO BE ELIGIBLE 

FOR  

TOP 10 STUDENT 
PRIZES ISLAND-WIDE) 

 

February 18, 2011  

Friday  

5th Annual Writing / 
Poster Contest Entries 

DUE 

 

March 12, 2011  

Saturday  

Read-A-Thon 2011 
ñRead To Succeedò  

Winners  

will be announced at the 
Sheraton Hotel 

CALENDAR 

OF EVENTS  

1st PlaceðExperience 

Great America  

2nd PlaceðSony Vaio Notebook 

3rd PlaceðHome System 

4th PlaceðApple iPad 

5th PlaceðSony PS3 

6th PlaceðSony Netbook 

7th PlaceðMovie Madness 

8th PlaceðApple iPod Touch 

9th Placeðnook color  

10th PlaceðNintendo DSI XL 

*For more details visit our 
website at  

iraguam.blogspot.com 

Category A 

Paperback Book 

Category B 

Prize A Plus a Non-Woven 
Book Bag 

Category C 

Prize A and B Plus a Hard 
Cover Book 

Category D 

Prize A, B, and C Plus a 
ñSuccess Book Packò or The 
Guinness Book of World Re-

cords 2011 and Ripleyôs Be-

lieve It or Not 2011 

Top Ten Student 

Prizes Island - Wide   
Student Prize List  



BOOK EXCHANGEBOOK EXCHANGE   
Remember to bring a book or 
more for the Book Exchange Ta-

ble.  Great way to get books to read without fork-
ing out any money.  Books will be given to the 
Alee Shelter at the end of the school year. 

Books for the ClassroomBooks for the Classroom   
Books for new teachersô classroom libraries are 
available.  If you are a new teacher or teaching a 
new grade level this year, come check them out. 

KATHRYN ERSKINEõS HIGHLIGHTS 
Writing exercises            

Kathy recommends  

¶ Describe an emotion. Think 
of words or phrases to show 

an emotion; 

¶ List ten reasons why your 
character acts the way he or 

she does; 

¶ Use creative way to describe 
your character, a habit, a 

look, a comment from other 
characters; 

¶ Create a word bank or a set 

of five or more seemingly 
unrelated words to be used 

to write a short story;  ex. 
Frame, Jack of Diamonds, 

potato, tire, flower; 

¶ Let your students meditate 

with eyes closed as you 
guide them back to a favorite 

room, a dresser, then a 
drawer and ask, ñWhat is it 

you find in the drawer?ò 

She hardly wanted to leave.  
The teens and their parents 
stayed to chat after the work-
shop, too, and finished the deli-
cious lunch of turkey wraps, 
ñfriendò fries, gummy worms, 
fruit salad, and punch. 

òGetting Into Characteró 

with Kathryn Erskine  

Teachers who attended Kathyôs 
writing workshop on Monday 
came away with many ideas for 
engaging their students.  Kathy 
stressed that laughter and fun 
is what loosens the writing 
muse.  She led us through ac-
tivities that ranged from brain-
storming, uses for a paperclip, 
to role playing a scene of a 
parent waiting up for an over-
due teen.  She recommended 
dressing, eating, and acting like 
our characters to make them 
real in our writing.   

Teen Writing Workshop  

Twenty teens attended the writ-
ing workshop with Kathryn  
Erskine on Saturday, January 
22, at the IP Coffee Co. in 
Mangilao.  The workshop 
started slowly; everyone 
strangers, not knowing what to 
expect.  Kathy put them at ease 
with the first writing exercise.  
She asked them to think of 
ways to use a wire hanger.  As 
they shared their ideas, the fun 
began.    

Kathy walked around the tables 
reading what each teen had 
written and commenting on 
their ideas.  For two hours she 
led them through brainstorming 
and role playing activities that 
loosened their inhibitions and 
allowed them to write from their 
hearts.   

Kathy loved it, you could tell.  
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Kathryn Erskine 
mentioned these 
books as examples 
of good writing and 
the effective use of  

writing to: 

 

Snag your reader Snag your reader 

with the first linewith the first line   

Witch Way to Murder by 
Shirley Damsgaard 

Walking on Glass by 
Alma Fullerton 

Unwind by Neal 
Shusterman 

M y  M o t h e r  t h e 
Cheerleader by Robert 
Sharenow 

Violet Raines Almost 
Got Struck by Lightning 
by Dannette Haworth 

 

Give your Give your 

Character VoiceCharacter Voice   

Catherine Called Birdy 
by Karen Cushman 

 

Act Your CharacterAct Your Character   

Purple Heart by Patricia 
McCormick 

 

Shake Up Your Shake Up Your 

World and Set Up World and Set Up 

ObstaclesObstacles   

The Brilliant Fall of 
Gianna Z by Kate 
Messner 

Looking for Alaska by 
John Green 

Alabama Moon by Watt 
Key 

Kathryn Erskine with Teen Writing Workshop participants. 

Kathryn Erskine with Teachersô Workshop participants. 

Leigh Pereda of PBS, Fiona Erskine, and visiting author 

Kathryn Erskine. 

Kathryn Erskine with students. 



 
1. INTERNATIONAL MEMBERSINTERNATIONAL MEMBERSððCURRENT AND NEW!  CURRENT AND NEW!   

 SPECIAL DOOR PRIZE DRAWING: Home Lighting Decoration   

2. MEMBER ALERTMEMBER ALERTððONLY TWO MORE MEETINGS TO FULFILL YOUR MEETING REQUIREMENT 

 TO WIN AN ALL EXPENSE PAID TRIP TO THE INTERNATIONAL READING CONVENTION IN            

 ORLANDO!  

 

3. LAST CHANCE READLAST CHANCE READ --A THON TIPA THON TIPððJOIN IRA IN       

 FEBRUARY AND YOU WILL QUALIFY FOR 25%   INSTEAD OF 

 20% AWARD FOR READ -A-THON MONEY SUBMITTED ON TIME. 

 

4. Membership ContestMembership Contest ððWhen the goal of 300 members is reached, a raffle will be conducted. The 

 winner will select $200 worth of reference materials to be donated to the school library of his/her choice.  

One book can make a difference.  

Guam Council International 

Reading Association 

www.iraguam.blogspot.com 

P.O. Box 21733 

Barrigada, GU 96923 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE  

THIS YEARôS THIS YEARôS 

MONTHLY THEMESMONTHLY THEMES 

R eading in Many Languages: 

Convention Highlightsð 

September 11.  

E 
nriching Poetry with Kenn 

NesbittðOctober 16 . 

C ultivating Professional 

Learning with the Language 

 Arts Conferenceð 

 November 6.  

Y ou, Me, and the Community 

Book FairðDecember 11.  

C rafting a Story with SASS--

January 15.  

 

L  aunching Read-A-

Thon 2011 "Read to          

Succeed"ðFebruary 5.  

 

I  nstilling Literacy Through our 

CulturesðMarch 12.  

N urturing our Students with 

Resources. "Spend it All, 

 Spend it Now"ðApril 9 

 (OCPES). 

G athering Together for the 

Year in ReviewðMay 21. 
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300ñ274  

26 

MEMBERS NEEDED TO 

REACH OUR GOAL!  

ANNUAL ESSAY/POSTER CONTEST  

MEMBERSHIP DOOR PRIZES MEMBERSHIP DOOR PRIZES  

Continental Airlines Promotional Ticket     19" Television    Blue Ray Disc Player 

and many, many more. 


