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managingeditor 
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A 70-year-old man died 
and three others were 
injured in a car crash along 
Route 4A near the Onward 
Talofofo Golf Club Satur-
day afternoon.

The driver lost control of 
a white Toyota Venza that 
crashed into a utility pole 
around 12:50 p.m.  

Guam Police Depart-
ment spokesman Sgt. Paul 
Tapao stated the 70-year-
old, who was driving the 
car, and his three passen-
gers were transported to 
Naval Hospital Guam.

The driver succumbed 
to his injuries, Tapao 

confirmed.
Guam Fire Department 

spokesman Kevin Reilly said 
medics were dispatched to 
the crash site.

Both lanes at the crash 
site were closed while 
the police conducted an 
investigation.  

The condition of the other 
passengers is unknown at 
this time. 

GPD's Highway Patrol 
Division was activated to 
investigate the fatality and 
determine what factors led 
to the crash.  

Police have not released 
information on the identity 
of the driver. 

GPD's Highway Patrol 
Division was activated to 
investigate the fatal crash.

Man, 70, dies in car crash

By John O’Connor
john@postguam.com

The air conditioner at the Sina-
jana police precinct is broken, 
preventing the police department 
from moving in.

Sonny Perez, the acting archi-
tecture and engineering manager 
at Guam Housing and Urban 
Renewal Authority, visited the 
precinct on Nov. 15. He met Carrier 
Air Conditioning technicians who 
showed him pictures of damaged 
control boards.

According to Perez, it appears 
that the contractor, Rex Inter-
national Inc., had started the air 
conditioning unit but forced it to 
maximum capacity and, in doing 
so, damaged the equipment. 

Perez said he told Carrier 

Broken aircon
keeps cops out
of new precinct
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By Lannie Walker 
lannie@postguam.com 

A group of more than 70 Catho-
lic faithful from Guam will travel to 
Japan to attend Mass officiated by 
Pope Francis. Two Masses will be 
held, one in Nagasaki on Nov. 24 
and another in Tokyo on Nov. 26. 

The only pope to visit Guam 
was St. John Paul II in 1981. So for 
Monica Guzman, Pope Francis’ 
visit to Japan this week affords her 
and others “an opportunity of a 
lifetime.” 

Guzman said she recalls that 
John Paul visited Guam in 1981 and 
said the group is honored to have 
an opportunity to be in the pres-
ence of Pope Francis.

“It’s a blessing he is so close to 
Guam. It’s a blessing for Guam and 
for us individually,” Guzman said.

Guzman is the vice president of 
the Guam Nikkei Association, a 
group formed in 2012 to preserve 
the Japanese history and lineage of 
many local residents who can trace 

their ancestral roots in Japan. It was 
the organization’s relationship and 
coordination with the Japan-Amer-
ica Society that provided the 
opportunity for members, family 
and friends to attend one of the 
Masses.  

The Nikkei Association is helping 

59 Guamanians attend the Mass at 
the Tokyo Dome City, which has a 
capacity or 40,000. Another 13 will 
attend the Mass in Nagasaki. 

Pope Francis is in Thailand but 
will soon be in Japan. According to 

Guam group will see pope in Japan

CRASH: Guam Police Department officers investigate at site of this fatal car crash on Route 4A near the Onward Talofofo 
Golf Club Saturday afternoon. Oyaol Ngirairikl/The Guam Daily Post

THAI-
LAND: 
Pope 
Francis 
meets 
medical 
staff at 
St. Louis 
Hospital 
in Bang-
kok. Photo 
courtesy 
Vatican 
Media
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the Vatican News, this is the pope’s 
fourth visit to Asia but his first trip to 
Thailand and Japan. 

There has been no word announcing 

any visits to Guam by Pope Francis. 
According to Vatican News 

reports, the theme of the Pope’s visit 
to Japan is “Protect All Life,” focusing 
on respect for not only each person’s 
dignity but also for the environment.

Tony Diaz, spokesman for the Arch-
diocese of Agana, said Archbishop 
Byrnes won’t be traveling to Japan, 
though he extends “his prayers to all 
people from our island who will trek to 
Japan for the papal visit and Masses.”

GHURA would not accept a damaged 
unit.

He met with Carrier on Nov. 20, and 
was told the company wasn’t involved 
with the initial startup or wire tracing, 
which is why some of the wiring was 
disconnected. 

Rex International also hadn’t 
yet authorized replacement of the 
equipment.

Perez said he will join Carrier on 
Monday as it troubleshoots the 
equipment. He also told Carrier that 
GHURA wouldn’t accept the current 
gear even if Carrier got the air condi-

tioner to run at full capacity.
Perez said the air-conditioning unit 

is a four-compressor system.
“Only two compressors work on 

each side. As (Rex) were trying to 
force it to run all four at the same time, 
they damaged the control,” he added. 
“I’m hoping (Carrier) can test all four. 
I’m hoping Carrier can do a bypass. 
Maybe they’ll have a test board with 
them, replace it, and then see if all four 
can pass.” 

GHURA lawyer Anthony Perez said, 
“Rex needs to fix the aircon and make 
it work as it’s supposed to work.” 

The $4.2 million central precinct 
project had already been delayed by 

more than a year. The precinct was to be 
done in August 2018, the lawyer said. 
The project is federally funded with 
GHURA acting as its administrator. 

GHURA has also engaged a bond-
ing company, and is working with that 
company and Rex to resolve issues, 
GHURA Executive Director Ray 
Topasna said. 

Anthony Perez said the bonding 
company has been tracking the project 
over a year and is aware of all of Rex 
International’s deficiencies. 

“If it comes to it again, we’ll have to 
call in the bond, even if it’s something 
just related to getting the aircon work-
ing,” he said.
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Residents discuss Cocos contamination

MERIZO: Dozens of islanders turned out Friday night at the Merizo Pier Park to discuss contamination in waters around Cocos Island. 
A 2017 report by released by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration indicated low levels of chemical contaminants in 
sediment but mentioned levels of the pesticide DDT exceeding federal guidelines in sediment on the northern end of the island. Most of 
the fish collected adjacent to Cocos Island, however, contained elevated levels of both PCBs and DDT. The island is the former site of the 
U.S. Coast Guard Long Range Navigation station. Components of that station, including items containing polychlorinated biphenyls, or 
PCBs, were found on land and in nearby waters. The Guam Environmental Protection Agency hosted the meeting. U.S. EPA Region 9 senior 
regional toxicologist Patrick Wilson also answered questions posed by residents on the contamination levels of fish during the meeting. 

See story on postguam.com and in Monday’s The Guam Daily Post. Dontana Keraskes/The Guam Daily Post


