2 Celebrate Teaching of Literacy
AN AFFILIATE OF THE INTERNATIONAL READING ASSOCIATION — PROMOTING READING ON GUAM SINCE 1968

Presentations from the 57th Annual Convention (Part 2)
This theme for this month’s membership meeting is “2 Celebrate Teaching of Literacy.”The focus
will be the 2nd series of presentations from the 57th Annual Convention in Chicago, Illinois. To
celebrate teaching of literacy, the Guam Delegates Martha Sudo and Debbie Duenas will be engaging you in two different techniques to use in your classroom. Make sure you review and choose
which presentation to attend during the break out session. Attend these exciting presentations on
Saturday January 19, 2013 at the WESTIN HOTEL GUAM in Tumon from 8-11 a.m. at the
Somnak Ballroom to celebrate teaching of literacy.

Wikimedia: Strategies and Resources
The presentation “Wikimedia: Strategies and
Resources for Teaching Media Literacy” by
Debbie Castanieto-Duenas, RAT 2013 Chairperson, is for all grade levels and media specialists.

Wikispace account, accessing and perusing
through several informational tutorials pertaining to the varied uses of this concept in the
classroom.

Debbie Castanieto-Duenas’ presentation is
based on an institute attended in Chicago entitled Fostering Literacy and Response with Research-Based Instructional Practices and Web
2.0 Technologies. From layman’s terms to the
intricate details of “Using-Wikis-in-theClassroom.”

Most importantly within this workshop,
through effective mini-lessons, participants will
be able to not only formulate novice steps to
working a wiki, collaborative efforts with teams,
and important things to know as it pertains to
classroom etiquette, or Wiki-etiquette.

The focal point of this workshop will be the
initial start-up, varied tutorials, and basically a
hands-on workshop. The participants will walk
away from the workshop having set-up a free

For all the DOE teachers who received a free
laptop during the past month, don’t forget to
bring yours so you can use them in the session.
If you have devices to connect to the internet,
bring them also.

Create an Amazing Keepsake Book
Martha Sudo’s presentation is for all grade
levels and for any teacher who fears crafts! Participants will learn how to make a traditional
brown paper bag book that incorporates Common Core State Standards (CCSS), use critical
thinking skills, as well as making literature response engaging, fun, and thoughtful as a cumulative project for any unit..
This learning tool allows teachers to include
assignments that are purposeful, essential and
supported by national mandates. Teachers will
be supplied with handouts filled with valuable

information to design their own unit projects.
We encourage sharing with colleagues the
information gathered so further collaboration
with peers can improve the project design and
implementation.
Martha Sudo’s interactive, hands-on keepsake project is a wonderful assessment tool that
students will treasure and reflect on for years to
come. Due to limited space and supplies, this
hands-on workshop will be limited to the first 50
participants.
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Calling all GIRA
Members!
Volunteering strengthens a
community. Do you have what
it takes to be a part of and desire to glean from an amazing
team of educators and professionals? If you are interested
in being a part of this professional organization, we are
looking for the next IRA Board
Members, Publicist, PresidentElect 2014, etc.
Interested
applicants may inquire via
email with Grace Griffin
@ iraguam1@gmail.com. We
look forward to working alongside you!
~Debbie
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Read-A-Thon 2013
Felis Anu Nuebu, GIRA
members!
Get excited for
Read-A-Thon
2013:
“Chill Out
and Read!”
At
our January 19,
2013 meeting, we
are requesting all
school representatives stop by the
Read-A-Thon table and obtain the
parent/student permission forms,
which are to be disseminated on
Monday, January 21st. The deadline
for the count of Parent Permission
Forms is on Friday, January
25th. Novelties will be available for
sale at the meeting, which entail: TShirts, Bags, Thermal Coolers, Bookmarks, Pens, Lanyards, to name a

RAT 2013
Calendar
Of Events

few.
Incidentally, a mandatory School
Representatives Meeting will be held
on Saturday, February
2nd from 8:00-10:00am at Saint
Paul Christian School (Harmon). We
highly encourage all school reps to
attend as important information will
be discussed. GIRA members and
school reps are reminded to keep
abreast on the timeline of our annual
fundraiser by visiting http://
iraguam.blogspot.com/

within their schools/clubs. As Guam
IRA representatives, let’s help a child
read a book daily that he or she enjoys, and make reading a part of their
fun time. For a booklist of recommended reading, log on to http://
www.ala.org/, where the American
Library Association announced
the Newbery Medal winners, the
most distinguished American children’s books, and the Caldecott
Medal, the best American picture
books for children. Also visit: http://
blog.chron.com/ bookish/2012/01/
Last year, 17 teachers qualified to newbery-caldecott-winners-the-bestreceive an Amazon Kindle Fire; childrens-books/.
however, for this year’s Top Teacher
from each school who collects over For further questions or information,
$900 worth of pledges will receive please feel free to call my work at
a Galaxy 10.1 Tablet. We highly 6 3 7 - 8 5 4 4 o r e m a i l m e
encourage all school reps and teach- at guamreadathon2013@gmail.com.
ers to stimulate healthy competition
~Debbie

Saturday, January 19, 2013
(8:00-10:00 a.m.— Westin Hotel)
Pick up Parent Permission Forms
Monday, January 21, 2013

Friday-Monday
Reps/Teachers Print Info on Pledge Cards

Distribute Parent Permission Forms

Monday, February 11, 2013

Friday, January 25, 2013

Distribute Pledge Cards to Students

Deadline (Count) for Parent Permission Forms

February 11-20, 2013

Saturday, January 26, 2013
(8:00-10:00 a.m.—St Paul Christian School,
Harmon)

RAT 2013
"Kick-Off"
Saturday,
February 16,
2013

February 1-4, 2013

RAT School Representatives Meeting
& Pick-Up Materials
January 28-February 1, 2013

Monday-Wednesday
Solicit and Collect Pledges

Saturday, February 16, 2013
Read-A-Thon 2013

Monday-Friday

“Chill Out and Read!” Kick-Off

School Reps Conduct Teacher Orientation

(8:00-10:00 a.m. — Westin Hotel)
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Guam IRA President visits Kids International Ministries in the Philippines
To fulfill an outreach mission to promote
literacy to a place of need, GUAM IRA
donated over 180+ books, slippers, stationary writing kits, and lunch to over 80
orphans at the K.I.M on December 26,
2012. “Why Manila?” you may ask. Manila is home to more than 70,000 street
kids. In addition, there is the growing
concern for the 1.7 million children living
in impoverished and crowded informal
settlements springing up all across Metro
Manila. Many of these children, rather
than going to school, are taking to the
streets to beg, work, and play. Children
come to the K.I.M. for a variety of reasons—some have been abused, others

Guam IRA
donates
over 180
books,
slippers and
stationary
writing kits

neglected or abandoned. To care for these
children, the organization Kids International Ministries supports several children’s homes. To address the needs of
kids and their families in the nearby
impoverished settlements, KIM supports
a variety of community ministries: Christian education, medical and dental care,
livelihood development programs, recreation activities and evangelical outreach
ministries.

C h a r i n a
Fernandez,
Jonathan
Pilarca, Guam
IRA President,
and Alfredo
Mendoza, JFK
teacher, visit
K.I.M.

Thank you to John F. Kennedy High
School Teacher, Alfredo Mendoza and
the President’s cousin Charina Fernandez
for accompanying on this mission .

Software
Table

Guam IRA sponsors lunch and
passes out chocolates and candy to
over 80 orphans

If you missed the December
Community Book Fair, come by
and check out more new titlesfrom Magic School Bus sets, Scholastic book
favorites, and professional learning resources to use
with your Interactive Whiteboard. And remember to
celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr Day by watching/
reading the “March On!” DVD.

Book Exchange Table
All those books you got for Christmas can be
exchanged for different ones. Bring a book, or more,
and take one, or more, home to read. I have four full
boxes to choose from!

Guam IRA’s Donations

Guam IRA donates to Guam
Memorial Hospital. Mrs. Perez
from GMH receives the books.

Guam IRA donates to Ayuda Foundation. Jane Rayphand receives the
books for the organization..

Book Fair Highlights
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Guam Council International
Reading Association

P.O. Box 21733
Barrigada, GU 96921

This Year’s Monthly Themes

“READ2LOVE”
January 19, 2013
2 Celebrate Teaching of Literacy

E-mail: iraguam1@gmail.com
Web: iraguam.blogspot.com

Westin Resort

One Book Can
Make
a Difference...

February 16, 2013

Membership News!
Happy New Year! We invite everyone to join the Guam International
Reading Association and attend this month’s general meeting at the Westin
Resort. As you sign in, you are eligible to win a door prize at the end of
the meeting. We are raffling prizes such as gift certificates, cloth bags,
storage containers, collapsible book display, a shelf, and many more with
books to promote reading. The general members will have a chance to win
a Nexus as the grand prize and the international members will have a
chance to win a Kindle tablet. We look forward to seeing you.

Let’s Read-A-Thon 2013
March 16, 2013
Overcome Reading Deficiency
April 13, 2013
Vouchers: Spend it All-Spend it Now
May 18, 2013
End of the Year-In-Review

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello Everyone,
Happy New Year!
We hope that you have a
wonderful holiday season
with your family and friends.
It’s that half way mark till this council year is
over. Time does go by when having fun to
promote literacy on-island or off-island.
I would like to give a special thank you to the
board members, volunteers, Agana Shopping
Center, Guam High School Advisor and Members, Agana Heights Elementary School’s
Kindergarten Teachers and Students, P.C.
Lujan Elementary School’s Choir Group, Ordot Chalan-Pago Elementary School’s Kindergarten students, St. Paul’s Christian Band,
Liguan Elementary School’s Cheer Squad,
John F. Kennedy High School’s Honor Choir
Vivace, JFK’s Cultural Dance Class teacher
and students, and the various companies that
donated raffle prizes that made our Annual
Community Book Fair a big success. Thank
you for your continued support for literacy.
You should be excited to attend this month’s
general meeting “2 Celebrate Teaching of
Literacy” at the Westin Hotel in Tumon, Somnak Ballroom from 8-11am where will be
treated to Part 2 series of presentations from

the 57th Annual Convention in Chicago. Two
Guam Delegates will be presenting during our
breakout sessions. Martha Sudo will be presenting “Create an Amazing Keepsake Book”
and Debbie Duenas will be presenting
“Wikimedia: Strategies and Resources for
Teaching Media Literacy” You’d have to join
us this Saturday January 14 to find out about
all the buzz of these presentations 2 celebrate
teaching of literacy.
Furthermore, Guam IRA seeks to explore to
do some outreach of literacy projects during
the month of December. One project of literacy, we sponsored the 5th Annual Girls’ JV
Hoopfest 2012 by donating a monetary donation of $350.00 to cover the cost of the
awards, and a paperback book “Dear Bully"
for all girls of the winning top three teams.
Thank you Geraldine Biliran, IRA Treasurer,
for organizing the tournament and making it a
great success. The second project of literacy is
an orphanage visit mission in the Philippines.
Guam IRA donated over 180 books, slippers,
stationary sets, and a lunch to over 80 orphans
at the Faith Academy Kids International Ministries. Thank you JFK Teacher Alfredro Mendoza and Charina Fernandez, who resides in
Quezon City, for accompany me and making
this mission possible.
Read-A-Thon 2013 is just around the corner.

Debbie Duenas, RAT2013 chairperson, will
distributing the parent/guardian permission
forms on Saturday at Westin before/after the
general meeting to authorized Read-A-Thon
School Representatives. Please see her on
Saturday for more details about Read-A-Thon
2013 “Chill out and Read.” Hope to see you
all school representatives there.
It’s never too late to join our local council and
be a member to attend the next exciting
months of this council year. Sign-up and attend our general meetings for the next two
months. This qualifies you for the drawing to
attend the 58th IRA Convention in San Antonio in April. Come out and bring a friend this
Saturday.
I must not forget to mention, IRA will be raffling out excellent prizes to the members after
the meeting. A Nexus 7 will be raffled out to
local members and an Amazon 7” Kindle HD
e-tablet” will be raffled out to international
members.
For International Members, please bring your
membership card to the membership table to
qualify for the raffle. I hope to see you all
there!
Read One ·Love One

Jonathan

