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A Message from the President
It was great seeing everyone come out for our annual Book Fair held in December! I am grateful for all the people that made
it happen, and a big congratulations to our raffle winners. CJ Urquico provided us with an awesome read and a good book that
we can take back to our children and have them fall in love with reading. Thank you, CJ!
Happy New Year to you and your families, ILA members! I do hope you had a joyous holiday season and greatly enjoyed
your time together with family and friends as I have. As we enter a new year together, I cannot help but be grateful for all the
blessings we received in the last year, and as we look forward to a New Year, my resolution for our organization is to continue to
facilitate its growth as we look forward to a New Year with each other.
For this month, we have a treat for you all! We are blessed to have two young authors joining us for a day of reading. These
two authors wrote local books that any young child will enjoy. Not only are they local authors, but they are also local teachers that
share in our joy of teaching literacy to Guam’s children. How amazing is that! We do hope to see you for this joyous celebration as
we ring in the New Year with some reading!
Liwayway Anicas
ILA President
Council Year 2021-2022

BOOK OF THE MONTH
Short Summary:
When Marisol sets out to create a sky for
the class mural she discovers the blue
missing from her paints. This story
celebrates the creative process and what it
means to be an artist. (Scholastic, 2021)

Grades: PreK-4

Join us at our meeting on
January 15 using the link below:

bit.ly/3zYGlX9
Meeting ID & Passcode will be emailed to
members.

www.iraguam.blogspot.com
Guam Council of the International Literacy Association
P.O. Box 21733, Barrigada, GU 96921

ILA Board Members

EdTech Corner

Liwayway Anicas, President / President-elect
Martha Sudo, Recording Secretary / Professional Development / Grants
Liwanag Dominguez, Corresponding Secretary / Electronics
Nilfa Milan, Treasurer
Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera, Webmaster / Professional Development
Stephanie Taitano, Membership
Annette Leon Guerrero, Membership
Rose Castro, Scholastic Order
Manda Tenorio, Book Exchange
Mae Mendiola, Electronics
Vivian Wolff, Grants
April Ann Martinez, Historian / Newsletter
Dylan Orot, Historian / Newsletter
Elvina Johnson, Novelties
Verna Mendiola, Novelties
Geri Eclavea, Hardcover / Paperback
Catherine Paulino, Hardcover / Paperback
Dr. Darlene Roberto, Honor Council & Support
Maridel Perez, Public Relations
Tina Buendicho, Door Prizes

Check out the D204 Lions Club
Effective Literacy Website for educational resources!
Lionsclubreading.blogspot.com

The D204 Lions Club’s Christmas Saturday Story Hour
this past December 11 was a success! Click the link for the
feature and pictures: bit.ly/3G7utFg.
For more information, you can contact Reading Action
Program Chair, Lion Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera at
mnrivera@triton.uog.edu

Our Guest Speakers of the Month:
Ezarrah Blas

Meravelle Duran

My name is Ezarrah
Blas, formerly Chan. I
am 26 years old and
have 1 child, a 4 year
old named Brayden. I
have a degree in Early
Childhood Education
and have been
teaching for 4 years.
When I am not working, I can be found in the kitchen
baking or at the gym. I was inspired to write this book
by my upbringing on my grandparents’ ranch in
Pulantat.

Meravelle S.P. Duran
was born and raised on
Guam. She graduated
from the University of
Guam on 2018 and
since then had been
teaching 3rd grade at
D.L.P. Elementary
School. She is a mother
to one daughter whom
helped inspire her to write the book Petmisu. She
dreams of writing novels one day and having them
published worldwide.
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