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A Message from the President

Hafa Adai and Happy Advanced Easter! Spring break is just around the corner, so I
know many of us are looking forward to some time off work and more time spent with family.
We are now down to only 2 meetings for this school year, yet big things are happening this
upcoming meeting! For one, elections are upon us. Thank you for your nominations and thank
you to the nominees for accepting these prestigious positions. We still, however, ask for
everyone’s input and votes this coming meeting. Secondly, we have two more engaging

presentations from ILA Conference attendees and local IRA board members. Prepare to be enlightened! Last, and
certainly not the least, we will finally be raffling off the all-expense paid trip to this year’s ILA Conference in New
Orleans, Louisiana for October 10-13, 2019. May the odds be ever in your favor! As always, I look forward to seeing
your beautitful and handsome faces on April 6!
BOOK OF
THE MONTH

He’s shortish. And oldish. And brownish. And mossy. And he
spoke with a voice that was sharpish and bossy.

Si Yu’os Ma’ase,
Your 2019 IRA President,
Nilfa Milan

"The big, colorful pictures and the fun images, word plays and
rhymes make this an amusing exposition of the ecology crisis."
- School Library Journal.
Annotation

The Once-ler describes the results of the local pollution
problem.

(Scholastic, 2019)

February 23

IRA Board Members:
Nilfa Milan, President
Liwayway Anicas, Recording Secretary/Table 3
Liwanag Dominguez, Corresponding

Secretary/Professional Resources

IRA GRANTS

Last call for Grants!

All grant applications need to be turned in by 11:00 a.m. on April 6,
2019 at J.Q. San Miguel Elementary School, the location of April’s

IRA meeting. You can do it!
1.

Geri Charfauros, Treasurer

Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera, Webmaster/Professional

Development
Melissa Gentapanan, Historian
Stephanie Taitano, Membership
Rose Castro, Scholastic Order/Author Visit
Manda Tenorio, Book Exchange
Mae Mendiola, Electronics
Vivian Wolff, Grants
Dr. Darlene Roberto, Mistress of Ceremony
April Ann Cordova, Newsletter
\

Dylan Orot, Newsletter
Elvina Johnson, Novelties

Verna Mendiola, Novelties
Martha Sudo, Professional Development
Annette Leon Guerrero, Hardcover and Young Adults
Geri Eclavea, Paperback Picture Books

2.

3.

4.
5.

Take 5 minutes and print up the IRA Grant application

and guidelines from iraguam.blogspot.com. Read everything
and follow the directions.

Think of your wish list of literacy building ideas for your

students. Write it down on the application form. Follow the
guidelines.

Make copies as specified by the guidelines.

Turn in the completed packet anytime during the IRA
meeting.

You will be notified within the next few days of the decision
and grantees will receive their checks shortly thereafter.

Good Luck!

Storyline Online is a SAG-AFTRA Foudation’s award-winning
children’s literacy website. The website streams videos featuring actors
reading children’s books with elaborate illustrations. Actors include

Oprah Winfrey, Kristen Bell, Ed O’Neill, Viola Davis, Elijah Woods,
and many more. Storyline Online allows children to engage themselves

in reading and storytelling. Storyline Online has about 50 books that

teachers, parents, and students can use. Each book contains: a
description of the author, illustrator, and publisher; the suggested grade
level; the actor reading the story; and the run time. (Mary Jane, 2019)

March IRA Meeting
March 9, 2019
JQSM Elementary

FEATURED PRESENTATIONS

Presentation from Annette Leon Guerrero

Adapted from the 2018 International Literacy Association (ILA) Conference in Austin, Texas.
Texas has gone batty, presented by Verna Mendiola

I have been to El Paso (Fort Bliss), Killeen (Fort Hood) but the capital of Texas does not
disappoint. When they say don’t mess with Texas, they really mean it. Austin is the capital of Texas
and it has many wonderful places to see. One of the places I am still in awe of is when I found out why
people hang out at the Congress Avenue Bridge. The reason is because 1.5 million Mexican free-tailed
bats emerge nightly from narrow crevices in the underside of the Ann W. Richards Congress Avenue
Bridge. They hang from the cracks, rafters, and crevices of the bridge. The bats usually start to emerge
from the bridge around 20 minutes before sundown. They fly out from under the bridge which is a

spectacular sight to see. The people of Texas have a good thing going on because they eat more than
20,000 pounds of insects every night. I will show you video of the bats and background about this
natural phenomenon. I will also do a comparison and contrast of bats to help you with your Science
lessons. Be A Changemaker: Read-Alouds to Foster Social Change. The use of diverse children's
literature to examine identity and exploration of other ways of being.
INTERNATIONAL LITERACY CONFERENCE RAFFLE

Want a remarkable opportunity to experience an environment full of literacy? Want a chance to
go on a paid trip to New Orleans in October? Come to the IRA April meeting! We will be drawing a
lucky winner to join a delegation to the 2019 ILA Conference in New Orleans.
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