
 
  
 
  

 
 
 
 
  

A Message from the President 
Happy Belated Valentine’s Day! Other than there being more romantic love in the air this 

time of the year, there are a few things to look forward to this month with IRA. The official  list of 
winners and top placers for this school year’s Read-a-Thon “Today a Reader, Tomorrow a Leader” 
are finally released (see page 3). Congratulations to the top schools, students, and teachers and we 
cannot forget the winners of the essay and poster contest! I, along with the IRA body, cannot thank 
you enough for all your hard work and efforts, and we hope to have further inspired you all  

to continue in your pursuits of spreading the importance of literacy throughout our island and more! Also, it is bittersweet 
to think that we have only 4 more meetings left this school year, but we aim to make them memorable and enlightening. I 
hope to see you all at our upcoming meeting this Saturday! As always, we will be giving away awesome raffle prizes and 
listen to engaging presentations, but the theme is “Love to Read” so come dressed in red in celebration of Valentine’s Day!  

 

Thank you, Your 2019 IRA President, 
 Nilfa Milan 
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BOOK OF 
THE MONTH 

     Nine-year-old Ron loves going to the Lake City Public 
Library to look through all the books on airplanes and 
flight. Today, Ron is ready to take out books by himself. 
But in the segregated world of South Carolina in the 1950s, 
Ron's obtaining his own library card is not just a small rite 
of passage; it is a young man's first courageous mission.  
     Here is an inspiring story, based on Ron McNair's life, 
of how a little boy, future scientist, and Challenger 
astronaut desegregated his library through peaceful 
resistance. 
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IRA Board Members: 
Nilfa Milan, President 

Liwayway Anicas, Recording Secretary/Table 3 
Liwanag Dominguez, Corresponding 

Secretary/Professional Resources 
Geri Charfauros, Treasurer 

Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera, Webmaster/Professional 
Development 

Melissa Gentapanan, Historian  
Stephanie Taitano, Membership 

Rose Castro, Scholastic Order/Author Visit 
Manda Tenorio, Book Exchange 

Mae Mendiola, Electronics 
Vivian Wolff, Grants 

Dr. Darlene Roberto, Mistress of Ceremony 
April Ann Cordova, Newsletter 

Dylan Orot, Newsletter 
Elvina Johnson, Novelties 
Verna Mendiola, Novelties 

Martha Sudo, Professional Development 
Annette Leon Guerrero, Hardcover and Young Adults 

Geri Eclavea, Paperback Picture Books 

  January IRA Meeting 
Spend It All 

January 19, 2019 
JQSM Elementary 

 

IRA GRANTS 
Immerse Your Students in a Monthly Theme! 

Did you have a bulletin board featuring Presidents Lincoln and 
Washington but just a few books for your students to refer to when 
they wanted to learn more? Wish you had more themed books to set 
the tone for Valentine’s Day? Wish you taught your class about the 
seasons by taking a photo book field trip to the Sapporo Snow Festival? 
Start planning now for next school year’s Fabulous February by 
writing a grant for up to $500 to buy books and other literacy 
materials for your classroom. Two grants will be awarded this April 
courtesy of the International Reading Association and the UOG 
School of Education Alumni Association. Just go to 
www.iraguam.blogspot.com and download the application form. Read 
all the rules, tell us your idea, and turn in your application at the 
April 6th IRA Meeting at San Miguel Elementary School. Make 
your classroom library come alive. Start thinking about writing a 
grant now! 
 
 
PBS Kids (https://pbskids.org/) is a simple, safe online experience for 
preschoolers who are learning basic skills, and who already know many 
of the characters featured on the website such as Sesame Street and 
Curious George.  They will enjoy playing games with their favorite 
character for free.  PBS Kids is designed for children 4 and up.  The 
site features games, videos and other activities that center on popular 
PBS live- action and animated show characters.  On PBS Kids face 
page, there is a rotating wheel with all the different characters to choose 
from.  When you select a character it will take you directly to their page 
to play educational and fun games. (Lorenzo, 2019) 
 



	  

READ-A-THON RESULTS 
Top School Elementary  

Saint Francis Catholic School, represented by Martha Sudo 
 

Top School Secondary  
Notre Dame High School, represented by Manda Tenorio 

 
Top Teachers collecting $1,000 or more from their class 

Yolanda Roundhee, Agueda Johnston Middle School 
Nicole O’Mallan, Notre Dame High School 

Madeleine Martinez, Saint Francis Catholic School 
Paul Rabago, John F. Kennedy High School 
Angeline Martinez, Notre Dame High School 
Alyssa Fairchild, Notre Dame High School 
Carmen Paulino, Oceanview Middle School 

 
Top Students Island-wide 

Jaychelle Nededog $2,151.74 
Landon G. Munoz, $477.00 

Vicente Jase Ventura, $455.00 
 

Essay Contest Winner 
(1st Place) Glan Dema-Ala, 6th Grade, Oceanview Middle School 

(2nd Place) Rhylaieh Taitano, 6th Grade, Agueda Johnston Middle School 
(2nd place) Faith Red G. Manio 

 
Poster Contest Winner 

(1st Place) Hawon Lee, 1st Grade, L.B.J. Elementary School 
(2nd Place) Hope Red G. Manio, 1st Grade, Upi Elementary School 
(2nd place) Titus Hennegan, 3rd Grade, Inarajan Elementary School 



	 FEATURED PRESENTATIONS 
 
20 Writing Activities for Adolescents, presented by April Ann Cordova and adapted from 
Marilyn Pryle 
 How can we keep students constantly writing in a variety of genres, and have them enjoy it? How can we 
make them feel invested? How can we help them develop their own voices and styles? And how can we do all this 
while following the Common Core? In this session, we’ll discuss 20 fun, CCSS-aligned writing activities to keep 
students interested and practicing all year. Handouts provided.  
 
Texas has gone batty, presented by Verna Mendiola 

I have been to El Paso (Fort Bliss), Killeen (Fort Hood) but the capital of Texas does not disappoint. 
When they say don’t mess with Texas, they really mean it. Austin is the capital of Texas and it has many 
wonderful places to see. One of the places I am still in awe of is when I found out why people hang out at the 
Congress Avenue Bridge. The reason is because 1.5 million Mexican free-tailed bats emerge nightly from narrow 
crevices in the underside of the Ann W. Richards Congress Avenue Bridge. They hang from the cracks, rafters, 
and crevices of the bridge.  The bats usually start to emerge from the bridge around 20 minutes before sundown. 
They fly out from under the bridge which is a spectacular sight to see. The people of Texas have a good thing 
going on because they eat more than 20,000 pounds of insects every night. I will show you video of the bats and 
background about this natural phenomenon.   I will also do a comparison and contrast of bats to help you with 
your Science lessons. 
 

 
Pacific Historic Parks (PHP) is a non-profit organization that works in partnership with the National Park 

Service (NPS) in Guam to engage youth in reflecting on the lessons learned from World War II in the Pacific.  The 
mission of Pacific Historic Parks is to support the NPS World War II sites and other entities managing Pacific historic 
locations through education and interpretive programs, research, preservation, restoration and fund development. 

In commemoration of the 75th Anniversary of the Liberation of Guam, PHP will host the 43rd Annual Pacific 
Circle Consortium (PCC) from July 8th-12th, 2019, in Guam. The Pacific Circle Consortium is an international 
cooperative between educational research and development institutions in the Pacific Region.  The purpose of PCC is to 
promote international and intercultural understanding and cooperation among the peoples and countries in and around 
the Pacific Ocean.  The Consortium fulfills this purpose through school related international, cooperative programs and 
activities in education research, curriculum development and professional development. 

Hosting the PCC conference in Guam offers Guam’s educators an opportunity to participate in presentations, 
discussions, and networking that will contribute to the advancement of educational research and development as well as 
inspire innovative, effective programs or curriculum focusing in the Asia-Pacific region. For more information please visit 
our website at www.pccguam2019.org 


