
 

  
 
  

 
 
 
  

A Message from the President 
Happy New Year and Welcome to 2019! Firstly, I want to acknowledge the efforts of the 

committee for the GC-IRA ‘s Community Book Fair this past December at the Agana Shopping 
Center. As in past years, the event once again renewed the community’s love and appreciation for 
reading and overall literacy through entertaining performances and captivating live readings from 
local authors. Invaluable raffles were given throughout the afternoon, and I am certain that each 
attendee (whether an educator or not) went home with a new book to expand his/her imagination! 

Secondly, I would like to remind all the participants of this school year’s Read-A-Thon that the long awaited “Spend 
it All, Spend it Now” event is coming up on Saturday, January 19 from 8-11 A.M. at J.Q. San Miguel Elementary School. 
We are excited to present a vast array of appealing novelties and electronics to use in your schools, benefitting all 
stakeholders in education. I wish you all a prosperous New Year, and I look forward to seeing you soon! 

 

Thank you, Your 2019 IRA President, 
 Nilfa Milan 
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BOOK OF 
THE MONTH 

Three different kids. 
One mission in common: ESCAPE. 
Josef is a Jewish boy in 1930s Nazi Germany.  Isabel is a 
Cuban girl in 1994.  Mahmoud is a Syrian boy in 2015. All 
three young people will go on harrowing journeys in search of 
refuge. All will face unimaginable dangers–from drownings to 
bombings to betrayals. But for each of them, there is always 
the hope of tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and 
Mahmoud are separated by continents and decades, 
surprising connections will tie their stories together in the end. 
 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

	

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

IRA Board Members: 
Nilfa Milan, President 

Liwayway Anicas, Recording Secretary/Table 3 
Liwanag Dominguez, Corresponding 

Secretary/Professional Resources 
Geri Charfauros, Treasurer 

Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera, Webmaster/Professional 
Development 

Melissa Gentapanan, Historian  
Stephanie Taitano, Membership 

Rose Castro, Scholastic Order/Author Visit 
Manda Tenorio, Book Exchange 

Mae Mendiola, Electronics 
Vivian Wolff, Grants 

Dr. Darlene Roberto, Mistress of Ceremony 
April Ann Cordova, Newsletter 

Dylan Orot, Newsletter 
Elvina Johnson, Novelties 
Verna Mendiola, Novelties 

Martha Sudo, Professional Development 
Annette Leon Guerrero, Hardcover and Young Adults 

Geri Eclavea, Paperback Picture Books 

  December IRA Meeting 
Community Book Fair 

December 1, 2019 
Agana Shopping Center 
 

IRA GRANTS 
Free Money for Literacy Projects! 

Do you have a creative literacy idea that you’ve always wanted 
to do with your students, but couldn’t quite spend “that kind of 
money” on the books and resources? Apply for an IRA grant 
and get the financial help you need to kick start your special 
classroom project. Two grants of $500.00 each will be awarded 
this coming April, courtesy of the International Reading 
Association and UOG’s School of Education Alumni 
Association. Go to www.iraguam.blogspot.com, download the 
rules and application form, and tell us your idea. Turn in your 
grant request at the April meeting and keep your fingers 
crossed. Grant recipients will be announced shortly after.  

 
Funbrain (https://www.funbrain.com) is a free website 

created for kids in grades Pre-K through 8th grade. It provides 
games, books, and videos that help kids enhance theirs skills in 
literacy and math. Each game, book, and video is tagged with 
key subject areas and skills, such as counting, vowels, and 
spelling.  

Funbrain has various features. There are games that 
promote literacy: Grammar Gorillas review children on parts of 
speech and Spellaroo makes kids identify the misspelled word in 
a sentence. The website has books, such as Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid and Judy Moody books, that include animations. (Mary 
Jane, 2019). 
 

Rose Castro, President, UOG/SOE 
Alumni Association, presented a $1,000 
check to Martha Sudo, IRA Board 
Member, to be used towards IRA 
Grants for 2019. 
 


