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UOG’s LANGUAGE ARTS
CONFERENCE TO FOCUS ON
TRADITION, INNOVATION, AND
The University of Guam’s 26th Annual Regional Language Arts Conference (LAC) is an annual
event in which Western Pacific educators are provided with opportunities for professional
growth and enrichment in literacy. The conference theme is “Interweaving Tradition, Innovation,
and Core Curriculum Standards in Literacy.” The conference will be held Friday, November 15,
2013 and Saturday, November 16, 2013 at the University of Guam’s Tan Lam Pek Kim English and
Communication Building. For more information, go to http://www.uog.edu/
languageartsconference. To immediately access the conference registration form, you can also
visit http://mnrivera1.com/LAC_Registration_Form-2013.
The LAC will offer two graduate credits for those who possess at least a bachelor's degree or 2.5
CEUs for those who do not hold a degree. As part of the course requirements, students must complete the following: full attendance at the conference; classroom application of one or more of
the strategies/techniques learned at the conference; write a brief reflection for each session attended; attend two additional brief meetings, and write a five-page, typed, double-spaced paper
explaining how the Language Arts Conference has increased their knowledge and understanding
of interweaving tradition, innovation, and core curriculum standards in literacy.
Students must register for the conference before they register for the graduate credits/CEUs at
the Professional International Programs, 2nd floor, MARC, Computer Center, PIP Building, Room
#217. For more information, students may call 735-2601 or fax 734-1233. They may also e-mail
the instructor, Lois Taitano Gumataotao at ltgumataotao@gmail.com.
The LAC registration fee includes the following:
*IRA members, UOG students, presenters – $45
*On-site registration - $60
If you are interested in attending the Language Arts Conference, you must mention that
you are an IRA member in order to receive the discounted rate. Thereafter, your name
will be verified with the IRA membership database, so be sure that your membership is
up to date.
For additional information regarding the conference, participants/presenters may call
Debbie Respicio at 735-2725 or e-mail her at drespicio@uguam.uog.edu.

Inside this issue:
Language Arts
Conference

1

Kirby Larson
Sherry Dixon

2
3

President’s
Message

4

Featuring Sherry Dixon….

*Sherry Dixon reads at the Guam
Public Library in Hagatna.

*Sherry Dixon with her sister Joanne
Salas and mother Catalina Bernadita
Borja Acquininoc

*Sherry Dixon donates copies of her book to the
Guam Public Library System. L-R, Cyndy Pruski,
Sherry Dixon, Catalina Bernadita Borja Acquininoc,
Teresita Kennimer of GPLS, and
Debbie Castanieto-Duenas

*Sherry Dixon shares her message with students
at Benavente Middle School

*Thank you Sherry Dixon for enlightening us with your company!!!*
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War Dogs and Pioneers
What do war dogs and pioneers have in common? This is not a riddle. They are the topics of books by
Kirby Larson. She is the author of seven books including Duke, based on a true story of a boy who gives his dog
to the army to train him as a war dog. She has also written a series of books about Hattie, Hattie Big Sky and
Hattie Ever After, based on true stories of her aunt who lived in Montana as a homesteader and moves to San
Francisco to become a reporter for a newspaper.
Ms. Larson has received several awards for her writing including the 2007 Newbury Honor Book award
for Hattie Big Sky. Hattie Ever After is the next adventure in this series. Nubs, the True Story of a Mutt, a Marine and a Miracle, was awarded the State Children’s Choice Awards in 10 states.
The Guam IRA is proud to announce that Ms. Kirby will be the featured speaker at the General Membership Meeting on January 11, 2014 at the Outrigger Resort. She will also visit 14 elementary schools on Guam
during the week of January 13-17, 2014.
Get your Kirby Larson books at the Guam IRA Christmas Book Fair at the Agana Shopping Center on
Saturday, December 14, 2013.

(L-R) JFK HS Librarian,
Krishnan Seerengan stands
with school representative,
Geraldine Biliran
who were awarded a monthly subscription to the Guam Pacific Daily News as the
Top School (Secondary Division) who
garnered 4,338 Reading Hours in the
Guam Council ~ IRA's Read.A.Thon 2013
campaign.
Great Job Geraldine!
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Registration Opens Early December 2013!

Congratulations:
The Guam Council of the IRA hereby congratulates the winners for Keurig coffee
maker and the juicer during our October 12th meeting.

TABLE NEWS...
The Book Exchange will not be open during the Language Arts
conference but I hope to see you at the at the Agana Shopping Center in
December. Remember bring a book or several any go home with some
new reading material. Great way to relax during the holiday time. At the
end of the year the books will go to the Women’s Prison and Alee Shelter.

Guam Council International Reading Association
P.O. Box 21733
Barrigada, GU 96921
E-mail: iraguam1@gmail.com
Web: iraguam.blogspot.com

Mensåhi ginen I Prisidenten Guahan Konsehilon ~ IRA
Buenas yan hafa adai todus hamyu. November is the month for “Giving Thanks.”
First, the Guam Council ~ IRA would like to extend a Dankulo Si Yu’us Ma’asi to: GDOE and Catholic Superintendents for granting permission for author Sherry Dixon to share her mother’s heartfelt story with the island’s
children; all school principals and representatives for organizing events at each of the schools; Cyndy Pruski,
author chair for an exceptional job of organizing the daily escorts and sponsors; Mary Livingston, Neldie Pendon-Limtiaco, Lethia Calvo, Yoshi Asuncion, Martha Sudo, and Lelean Sigrah, along with our community partner, Monica Okada; most especially, to participants of our “Read-A-Thon 2013: Chill Out and Read” campaign
for your contribution that ensured Ms. Dixon and her family’s visit was a success.
Second, the theme for this month is “INNOVATIVE IDEAS at the LANGUAGE ARTS CONFERENCE,” slated for November 15-16, 2013 to be held at the University of Guam’s English and Communications Building. In collaborative efforts of promoting literacy throughout the region, the year’s conference theme is, “Interweaving Tradition, Innovation, and Core Curriculum Standards in Literacy.” At the 26th Annual LAC, “Western Pacific educators are afforded the opportunity for professional growth and enrichment in literacy” (uoglac.blogspot.com). As
the Guam Council of the IRA is a co-sponsor of the conference, current IRA members receive a discounted rate
of $45.00; thus, we highly request your attendance at this significant event. Feel free to avail yourself of earning 2 graduate credits/CEUs, to networking with fellow educators, and browsing through IRA tables for a PreChristmas literacy gift.
Next, Calling all IRA members… Are you planning on attending the 59th Annual IRA Convention? This year’s
event will be held in New Orleans, Louisiana on May 9–12. You are welcome to visit the website: http://
www.reading.org/annual-conference-2014/attendee for more information. Early Registration commences in
December 2013. Available to IRA members are discounted rates for access to Institute Day, Conference sessions, and Exhibits. Annual Membership fee for new members is $39.00. See Margaret Asuncion at the Membership Table for promotional details.
Finally, next month’s event will be held at the Agana Shopping Center on Saturday, December 14, 2013, from
10:00am – 1:00pm, where we will closing out the year with our annual event, “LONGING for COMMUNITY @
THE BOOK FAIR.” If your school group or is interested in performing at the event, please feel free to email me
at guamreadathon2013@gmail.com or Miss Judith Arida at juditharida@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing
you at both events!
“CHILL OUT “with a Good Read!"

