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Description:
 A perfect book for tomorrow's 
leaders, Little Heroes of Color educates and 
inspires by showing readers 50 trailblazers 
from a range of races and ethnicities. Bold 
colors and simple captions bring the youngest 
readers face-to-face with those who've 
shaped history and broken boundaries in 
science, the arts, government, and more. 
(Scholastic, 2020)  

Join us at our recurring 
meeting link below:

bit.ly/34I97Nn 
Meeting ID & Passcode will be 

emailed to members.

www.iraguam.blogspot.com
International Reading Association, Guam Council
P.O. Box 21733 Barrigada, GU 96921

GUAM COUNCIL 
INTERNATIONAL READING

ASSOCIATION

Book of 
the Month

A Message from the President
Welcome to October where “Seeing is Believing” as we continue to sharpen our 
vision in 2020. Our awesome BOGO membership sale was successful and our 
council continues to grow. We are definitely off to a great start especially with 
our unprecedented launch of virtual Guam IRA. Thank you to last month’s 
presenters, Martha Sudo and Manda Tenorio, for sharing the joy of literacy and 
making math fun, and thank you to Juvy Carino for sharing with us how to go 
beyond the virtual classroom using explainer videos. This month we will take a 

look at literacy through the arts as well as hear from our past grant recipients on the amazing 
projects they implemented at their schools. Although October is the month of tricks and treats, 
having our membership grow is definitely a treat that we treasure. 

“See” you all at our next Zoom meeting on October 17, 2020.
Thank you, and I look forward to seeing you at our upcoming meeting!

Your CY2020-21 IRA President,
Dr. Darlene Rose Afaisen Roberto



IRA Board Members:
Dr. Darlene Roberto, President

Liwayway Anicas, President-elect
Martha Sudo, Recording Secretary / 
Professional Development / Grants
Liwanag Dominguez, Corresponding 

Secretary / Electronics
Nilfa Milan, Treasurer

Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera, Webmaster / 
Professional Development

Stephanie Taitano, Membership
Annette Leon Guerrero, Membership

Rose Castro, Scholastic Order
Manda Tenorio, Book Exchange

Mae Mendiola, Electronics
Vivian Wolff, Grants

April Ann Cordova, Historian & Newsletter
Dylan Orot, Historian & Newsletter

Elvina Johnson, Novelties
Verna Mendiola, Novelties

Geri Eclavea, Hardcover / Paperback

Need a Grad Credit for Re-Certification?
Guam Council, International Reading Association (GC-IRA) is again offering 1 Graduate Credit, through the UOG-SOE 
Alumni Association.  The course is PD894 – Literacy Empowerment Makes a Difference VII under the University of 
Guam, GLE.  The Instructor is Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera (mnrivera@triton.uog.edu, mnrivera@gdoe.net) and 
Co-Facilitator, Martha Sudo (mjsudo@gmail.com). The October general membership meeting is the last day to 
register for the course. 

Description:  By attending the monthly meetings of the GC-IRA, students will be provided with resourceful 
strategies to increase literacy in diverse classroom settings.  The sessions will allow teachers, 
administrators, or media specialists, to gather ideas for effective literacy instruction, 
tools, and best practices. There will be formal sessions, informal venues, and networking 
areas to help students achieve their goals and expand their own understanding.

Requirements –
● Must be a current GC-IRA Member - $25 membership
● Must be a current UOG-SOE Alumni Association member - $30 yearly membership fee
● UOG - $20 Recording Fee – UOG GLE (Global Learning and Engagement)
● Attend GC-IRA monthly meetings and submit a reflective journal entry after each meeting using the form 

provided.  It will be the student’s responsibility to sign-in for attendance at the ILA/SOE Alumni 
Association Course Table.

Registration for the course will take place at GC-IRA’s meetings on September 26 and October 17, 2020 via Zoom.

IRA GRANTS
Hurry! Last Chance for $500.00 this Fall!

Do you have an innovative idea to increase literacy in 
your class? Consider applying for a grant. Yes, IRA is 
awarding two grants of up to $500.00 each at the next IRA  
meeting on October 17th. Go online to iraguam.blogspot.com 
and take a look at the rules. It’s easier than you think!

At our next meeting, two of our “Grantees” will be 
presenting their project ideas and showing you how you can 
do it too. They are:

Ciann San Nicolas, 2nd Grade, Inarajan 
Elementary School
“Inspiring a Love of Literacy” - 
Inspiring a love of reading by introducing 
engaging and challenging books that are relevant 
and sensitive to current issues
Marie Ann Racadio, 3rd Grade, Andersen Elementary School
“The Power of Growth Mindset” - Build a library of books 
that focus on self improvement, perseverance, academic 
success, and learning from mistakes

Interested? Send your completed application forms to Vivian 
Wolff at vwolff7502@yahoo.com. The deadline is October 17, 
2020 at 12:00 noon. Start forming your ideas now! 



Free Member Club for CY2020-21
(based on Read-a-thon 2020 results)

Sharon 
Quintanilla, Infant 

of Prague

Carmen Paulino, 
OMS

Annette Leon 
Guerrero, 

CLTES

Natividad Rosario, 
St. Francis

Bernice Babauta, 
GWHS

Yolanda 
Roundtree, 

AJMS

Lanee Mendiola, 
LBJ/Tamuning

Rosario Natividad, 
St. Francis

Paul Rabago, 
JFK

Angelina Martinez, 
NDHS

Nicole O’Mallan, 
NDHS

Jessielyn Aguigui, 
JFK

Mariquita 
Fegurgur, 

MULES

If you don’t take a 
chance, how will you 

ever know? 

ENDS IN OCTOBER!



EDTECH CORNER
Quizziz is an online assessment tool 
that allows to teachers and students to 
create and use one another’s quizzes. 
After providing students with a unique 
access code, a quiz can be presented 
live as a timed competition or used for 

homework with a specific deadline. After the quizzes have 
been completed, students can review their answers. 
Furthermore, the resulting data is compiled into a 
spreadsheet to give the instructor a clear visual of the 
students’ performance in order to analyze trends in which 
areas might need the most focus in the future. This 
immediate feedback can be used by teachers to revise 
future learning activities and altar the focus of material by 
putting a larger emphasis on concepts that students are 
struggling with. (UMass Amherst).

READ-A-THON 2021
Look out and save the date for 
the annual IRA Read-a thon in 
February 2021! Details 
forthcoming!

School of Education - Northcentral University 

PARTICIPANTS NEEDED FOR
RESEARCH IN CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE 

EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY
 

We are looking for ESL elementary teachers to take part in a study regarding the emic perspective 
of Guam‘s ESL elementary teachers about using culturally responsive technology, such as digital 

storytelling, to increase the reading and academic success of English Language Learners on Guam.
 

As part of the study, you will be asked to participate in an interview, which will last 60 minutes.  
There will be 10 interview questions, which will be used to collect data to understand ESL 

elementary teachers’ perception and attitude on using culturally responsive educational 
technology.

 
For more information about this study,
please contact Matilda Naputi Rivera
at (671) 789-1171, (671) 777-2994 or 

Email: mnrivera@gdoe.net
  

This study has been reviewed by Northcentral University’s IRB Committee, University of Guam IRB Committee, and 
GDOE Research, Planning, and Evaluation Division.

 



In our next 
meeting, you 

can look 
forward to... ...an awesome tech 

presentation, 
our grant writers and 

their literacy 
projects, an author 

reading,...
 ...a homegrown 
graffiti artist’s 

take on literacy in 
the arts, and 
as always, 

raffle prizes!

LESS TRICKS,
MORE TREATS!


