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Welcome back to another exciting IRA year! Well, the beginning of the
2019-2020 school year has begun with new beginnings! After 2 months of much
needed vacation, destressing, reflection, and rejuvenation, it is time for you to
make a fresh start with a new classroom, new routines, new books (maybe), and
new students and teachers. However, we have those students who struggle with
reading and they don’t see another school year of starting over as a good thing.
IRA is here to promote our commitment to literacy.
We need to help our children. As teachers, we need to “walk the talk” to continue to build
awareness of the challenges we face so that we will work together to provide solutions. IRA needs
you! On behalf of my board members, I invite you to join IRA and to encourage your colleagues to
join. The first meeting takes place on September 7 at Liguan Elementary School from 8:00am to
11:00am. Membership Fee is $25 for the year! We have an interesting raffle with awesome prizes!
BOOK OF
THE MONTH

Description:
Every Saturday morning a paperboy and his dog
get ready to leave their nice warm bed to deliver a
newpaper to every house along the route they
both know by heart. A timeless story, beautifully
told, with evocative, award-winning paintings.
RELATED SUBJECTS: Neighborhood
Life , First Jobs and
Chores , Routines , Responsibility

IRA 2019-2020 General Meetings
8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
September 7, 2019 (Liguan Elem.)
October 5, 2019 (Liguan Elem.)
November 2019 (Language Arts Conference)
December 14, 2019 (Book Fair; Agana Shopping Center)
January 11, 2020 (Liguan Elem.)
February 8, 2020 (Read-a-thon [RAT] Kick-off; Agana
Shopping Center)
March 21, 2020 (RAT prize distribution, Liguan Elem.)
April 18, 2020 (Spend It All, Spend It Now, Liguan Elem.)
May 2, 2020 (Liguan Elem.)

IRA Board Members:
Nilfa Milan, President
Dr. Darlene Roberto, President-elect
Liwayway Anicas, Recording
Secretary/Hardcover
Liwanag Dominguez, Corresponding
Secretary/Electronics
Geri Charfauros, Treasurer
Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera,
Webmaster/Professional Development
April Ann Cordova, Historian
Stephanie Taitano, Membership
Annette Leon Guerrero, Membership
Rose Castro, Scholastic Order/Author
Visit
Manda Tenorio, Book Exchange
Mae Mendiola, Electronics
Vivian Wolff, Grants
Dylan Orot, Newsletter
Elvina Johnson, Novelties
Verna Mendiola, Novelties
Martha Sudo, Professional Development
Geri Eclavea, Paperback

IRA GRANTS

Turn Summertime Interests into a
Classroom Library
Lightning bugs, meteor showers, endangered
giraffes, spirals, Pythagorean Theorem, Lewis and Clark,
3D printers, explorers…did you learn something
interesting over the summer that you’d love to share with
your students? How do you build a classroom library for
this new subject matter? Here’s one answer: apply for an
IRA Grant of up to $500.00 courtesy of the IRA and
UOG School of Education. Interested?
Become a member at the first official IRA
meeting for SY2019-2020 at Liguan Elementary School,
Dededo on September 7, 2019. After that, go to the IRA
website at www.iraguam.blogspot.com and download a
copy of the Grant Application Form. Bring your
completed application to the October 5, 2019 IRA
meeting at Liguan Elem. No later than 11 a.m. Late
applications will not be accepted. Then wait and see.
You might just be the one who gets to implement your
dream of building a special topic-based library in your
classroom!
Questions? Look for the Grants table at the
September meeting. Vivian Wolff or Martha Sudo will
be available to give tips and pointers to help you get
started on your special classroom library quest.

Need a Grad Credit for Re-Certification?
Guam Council, International Reading Association (GC,IRA) is again offering 1 Graduate Credit, through the
UOG/SOE Alumni Association. The course is PD894 – Literacy Empowerment Makes a Difference VI under the
University of Guam, PIP. The Instructor is Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera (mnrivera@triton.uog.edu,
mnrivera@gdoe.net) and Co-Facilitator, Martha Sudo (mjsudo@gmail.com)
Description: By attending the monthly meetings of the GC,IRA, students will be provided with resourceful strategies
to increase literacy in diverse classroom settings. The sessions will allow teachers, administrators, or media
specialists, to gather ideas for effective literacy instruction, tools, and best practices. There will be formal sessions,
informal venues, and networking areas to help students achieve their goals and expand their own understanding.
Requirements –
• Must be a current GC,IRA Member - $25 membership
• Must be a current UOG/SOE Alumni Association member - $30 yearly membership fee
• UOG - $20 Instructional Fee – UOG PIP (Professional International Progrms)
• Attend GC,IRA monthly meetings and submit a reflective journal entry after each meeting using the form
provided. It will be the student’s responsibility to sign-in for attendance at the ILA/SOE Alumni Association
Course Table.
Registration for the course will take place at GC,ILA’s meetings on September 7, at Liguan Elementary School and
October 5, 2019.

BOOK EXCHANGE
Book exchange is available at the monthly IRA meetings! Bring any new or used books in good
condition to exchange for another book free of charge. This is a great way to satiate your appetite
for reading! Stop by the Book Exchange table at the next IRA meeting!

LANGUAGE ARTS CONFERENCE SIGN-UP
Look out! The Annual Regional Language Arts Conference Steering Committee will be
announcing Language Arts Conference pre-registration and opportunities for graduate credits.
This year’s Language Arts Conference is scheduled for November!

FEATURED SPEAKER:
Dr. Samuel Betances
Dr. Betances is an internationally renowned, persuasive and
entertaining keynoter and workshop presenter. He was a high
school dropout who was able to beat the odds and go on to
complete two graduate degrees from Harvard University. Dr. B is
a product of reading. He taught at Northeastern Illinois University
as a Full-Professor of Sociology for 25 years. He has also taught
courses for the University of Guam in Guam, Saipan, and other
areas in Micronesia and has conducted seminars for CNMI
Bilingual Education on cultural identity, language and culture
preservation, and indigenous rights.
Dr. B has keynoted in conferences in the CNMI, Palau, and Guam on education, identity
issues, and social change. He has lectured throughout the United States, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin
Islands on similar issues for over 40 years and has written numerous published articles on bilingual
education, the issue of language and identity in the debate on political status, the impact of change
in island communities, and the challenge and complexity of responding to new demographics.
He is the author of two books. His latest is: Winning the Future through Education: One
Step at a Time. Dr. Betances has worked as a consultant to over 1,212 systems both public and
private. He has worked in 18 countries in all 50 states and four US Territories as a diversity educator
and consultant for mission excellence. Currently, he serves as faculty member at the Summer
Institute at the Harvard Graduate School of Education and as Senior Diversity Consultant and
Trainer for Souder, Betances and Associates, Inc.
Dr.
Betances
on
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dr-SamuelBetances/113244541450
Winning the Future Fan Page on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WinningTheFuture
Dr. Betances’ YouTube channel: http://www.youtube.com/betancesspeaks

EdTech CORNER
Reading Bear (http://www.readingbear.org/) is a free online
program that supports beginning readers with phonetic
patterns and skills. Reading Bear has about 50 presentations.
It builds on consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words,
CVCE words, syllables, digraphs, initial blends, vowel teams,
and more.
Registering for Reading Bear is optional but if you do register it will
show the percentage of presentations you’ve mastered, and how many you
viewed. Checkmarks, stars, and numbers let you track how many times you
viewed a presentation, or parts of a presentation, and also whether you’ve
mastered the words. Reading Bear is an excellent website for young children
to build and master phonetic sounds and words. (Mary Jane, 2019)

READ-A-THON 2020
Look out and save the date for the annual IRA Read-a-thon in February
2020! The kick-off meeting is February 8, 2020 at Agana Shopping Center.
See you there!

