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	 	 	 	 	 	 							is	a	non-profit,	non-governmental	organization	
committed	to	upholding	the	unique	environmental	and	cultural	 legacies	of	 islands	and	
island	peoples	through	research	and	educational	projects.	Our	work	focuses	on	matters	of	
cultural	and	environmental	preservation,	and	spans	the	fields	of	geosciences,	life	sciences,	
anthropology,	linguistics,	ethnography,	arts,	philanthropy,	education,	and	more.	
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DIGITAL ATLAS OF SOUTHERN GUAM 
NATURAL RESOURCES

IREI has contributed to sustainable environmental management in the sixteen 
watersheds of southern Guam by creating a digital atlas of the area’s natural 
resources. The product is a multifaceted, information-rich, and user-friendly 
knowledge base and data server, providing easy on-line access and a wealth of 
mapped, numerical, and other data encompassing entire southern Guam or detailing 
any of its individual watersheds, to resource managers, government planners, 
scientists, educators, and anyone interested in sustainability of Guam’s environment. 

Project lead: Danko Taboroši
Project duration: 2006-2007 (completed)
Partners / Funding source: WERI (UOG), GovGuam, NOAA
Product: www.hydroguam.net

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT:

DIGITAL ATLAS OF NORTHERN GUAM 
NATURAL RESOURCES

Following successful completion of the previous project focusing on southern 
Guam, IREI is currently working on an analogous digital resource center and 
information server to support effective management of natural resources of 
northern Guam, specifically the Northern Guam Lens Aquifer (NGLA). Providing 
unrestricted textual, image-based and geospatial information on the North’s 
topography, hydrology, geology, vegetation, soil properties, land use, coastal zone, 
infrastructure, and other features, the site is scheduled to be on line by end of 2010.

Project lead: Danko Taboroši
Project duration: 2010-2011
Partners / Funding source: WERI (UOG), GovGuam, NOAA
Product: additional component to www.hydroguam.net site

ATLAS OF SOUTHERN GUAM

We have put IREI’s own Digital Atlas of Southern Guam Natural Resources to 
practice by utilizing it to create 60+ beautiful and informative maps of the area’s 
topography, watersheds, hydrology, geology, vegetation, soil properties, land use, 
coastal zone, infrastructure, protected areas, and other features. The maps will soon 
be published in a large-format book entitled “Atlas of Southern Guam.” It aims to 
provide a convenient map-based reference source to natural and man-made landscape 
of southern Guam, and supply researchers, managers, and educators with a range of 
free map resources suitable for analysis, presentations, teaching, and other purposes. 

Project lead: unassigned
Project duration: 2010-2011
Partners / Funding source: Guam Hydrologic Survey
Product: Published atlas-type map-based reference book 
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GIS DATA DEVELOPMENT FOR LOW ISLANDS

Atolls and other low islands of Micronesia have long been neglected by 
cartographers. USGS and other entities never developed topographic maps of 
the low islands, as was done for the high islands. We have collected whatever 
few rare, imprecise, and often outdated paper maps exist, and georeferenced and 
digitized them for use in GIS applications. We have then cross-referenced those 
base maps with satellite imagery, and modified them to create the most detailed 
and up-to-date geospatial files of Micronesian atolls available anywhere. With 
version 1 completed in 2006, we continue to develop and improve that GIS data 
as more remote sensing and ground-level information becomes available.

Project leads: Danko Taboroši and Justin Udovch
Project duration: 2005-open 
Product: Collection of GIS shapefiles and georeferenced images

GIS and CARTOGRAPHY:

STREET ATLAS OF GUAM

Bureau of Statistics and Plans of the Government of Guam has recently 
developed updated maps showing Guam with unprecedented precision. Currently, 
the material is available only as a government handbook in a limited number of 
copies (printed for emergency responders, planners, developers, and government 
officials). IREI is now working on an analogous publication to bring that 
information closer to the general public. The upcoming Street Atlas of Guam will 
be a widely-available and user-friendly publication with over 60 elaborate maps 
of every part of Guam. The maps will include extraordinary detail, depicting 
every street and nearly every building and house on the island.

Project lead: Maria Kottermair
Project duration: 2008-2011
Product: Published “Street Atlas of Guam” book

MICRONESIAN GIS DATA COLLECTION

GIS (Geographical Information System) is a digital system for capturing, storing, 
analyzing, managing, and presenting spatially referenced (linked to location) data. It 
is an extremely versatile resource with applications in almost every sphere of society 
and science. Governments, businesses, and educational and research institutions 
throughout Micronesia are increasingly reliant on GIS in their activities. IREI has 
joined a multi-institution initiative for an on-line framework to act as a GIS nexus 
for all of Micronesia. Our part of the work is to collect spatial data to populate the 
web-based server, carry out quality control of data arriving from other sources, and 
conduct training sessions and workshops. The long term goal is to enable information 
sharing and promote knowledge management among GIS users in Micronesia.

Project lead: Joyce Anson
Project duration: 2010-2011 [first stage]
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FRESHWATER and HYDROLOGY:

INFRARED SURVEY OF COASTAL GUAM 
(Freshwater discharge from Northern Guam Lens Aquifer)

The Northern Guam Lens Aquifer (NGLA) provides over 80% of Guam’s 
drinking water supply. It is extremely sensitive to over-pumping, which can cause 
its contamination with saltwater. The aquifer can be used sustainably only if its 
exact water budget is known (= natural recharge by rain minus natural discharge 
from coastal springs). At present, there is no reliable information on the amount 
of water lost via natural discharge of freshwater into the ocean. IREI is laying 
groundwork to comprehensively map and quantify coastal discharge from the 
aquifer using cutting edge infrared aerial imaging technology.

Project lead: David Vann
Project duration: Currently in planning stages

COMPREHENSIVE SURVEY OF FRESHWATER 
RESOURCES OF MICRONESIAN LOW ISLANDS
Islands are vulnerable to climatic and socioeconomic changes. Threats are greatest on 
low islands, which have severely limited land areas and resources. Unfortunately, low 
islands (“Outer Islands”) in Micronesia lack reliable data needed by government planners 
and resource managers who wish to take proactive action in keeping them and their 
populations from harm. IREI is carrying out comprehensive surveys of the low islands 
to gather the necessary baseline data, especially regarding availability, usage patterns, 
and threats to freshwater resources, incidences of coastal erosion, vegetation decay, 
agricultural and health issues, and other signs of resource degradation and climate change.

Project lead: Danko Taborosi
Project duration: 2007-2009 [first stage]; 2010-2011 [second stage]
Partners / Funding source: WERI (UOG) and USGS
Product: island-by-island reports and raw data R



CLIMATE and COASTAL CHANGES:
COASTAL GUAM AERIAL IMAGERY DATABASE
Aerial imagery is an important resource to researchers, managers, planners, and 
others. In order to facilitate scientific studies and other activities, IREI has produced 
a comprehensive set of 5,000+ aerial photographs of Guam; and organized them in 
a digital database searchable by location, place name, or type of feature illustrated. 
We have released copyright so that images are available to anyone for any non-
commercial purpose. The database is accessible on-line and includes IREI’s truly 
revolutionary creation: compound seamless image of the entire coast of Guam 
as a single continuous strip that allows on-screen scrolling, zooming, and other 
surprising capabilities.

Project lead: Danko Taborosi
Project duration: 2006-2007 (completed) 
Partners / Funding source: WERI (UOG) 
Product: Available at www.weriguam.org/v2/interface/

COASTAL EROSION AND CHANGES ON FSM ATOLLS
The rise of sea level is a terrifying threat to low islands. With land only a few meters 
above sea level, atolls and other coral islands are extremely vulnerable to typhoons, 
rising tides, rogue waves, intrusion of sea water into the groundwater lens, and 
straightforward destruction by erosion. Already, indications of saltwater encroachment 
on low islands are visible throughout Micronesia, in the form of destroyed coastal 
vegetation, beachrock and paleobeach patterns, decaying quality of taro patches, and 
even destroyed structures such as homes and seawalls. However, isolated observations 
do not allow for broad and scientifically sound conclusions. In an effort to provide 
quantifiable and comprehensive data on coastal dynamics and erosion throughout 
Micronesia’s low islands, IREI is planning a thorough GIS-based historical mapping 
project. We aim to juxtapose all available historical and remote sensing geospatial data 
to precisely visualize coastline changes experienced by low islands in the last fifty 
years and quantify positive or negative changes in land area of each individual islet.
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MICRONESIAN ISLAND ENVIRONMENTS 
BOOK SERIES
Micronesian islands are biodiversity hotspots of global significance. Despite their 
relatively small size, they harbor spectacular environments whose diversity is yet 
to be fully documented and adequately protected. IREI wishes to contribute to 
environmental education and conservation efforts, which are now underway as 
part of the Micronesia Challenge program, by researching and publishing a series 
of timely and reliable reference monographs. Each gives a unique perspective on 
the overall diversity and distribution of terrestrial, freshwater, coastal, and marine 
habitats available on a particular island.

Project lead: Danko Taborosi
Project duration: 2007-open [first book scheduled for release in 2010]
Product: Published book (first in the series will be“Environments of Guam”)

REPTILES OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF 
MICRONESIA

Reptiles include many of Western Pacific’s endangered and endemic organisms, but 
also some of the region’s most vicious invasive species. Distinguishing between 
the two categories is not always easy, especially since no guides to the reptiles of 
the region are available. IREI is currently working with Prof. Don Buden from the 
College of Micronesia to create and publish an all-inclusive and detailed guide to 
the reptiles of the Federated States of Micronesia. The book will comprehensively 
portray the biodiversity of that important vertebrate group in Micronesia and allow 
easy species identification and distinguishing of native and invasive species.

Project lead: Don Buden
Project duration: 2008-2011
Product: Published “Reptiles of Micronesia” book

BIODIVERSITY and INVASIVE SPECIES:

ENDEMIC SPECIES OF CHUUK - book for children

Many species of plants and animals are endemic to specific locations -- meaning 
that they live only there and nowhere else in the world. Each high island in 
Micronesia has its own set of endemics that deserve special recognition and legal 
protection. IREI seeks to educate the public about these true natural treasures 
and generate awareness and appreciation needed for their conservation. We are 
starting the campaign on the island of Chuuk, with a book designed to introduce 
schoolchildren to their island’s unique residents. The beautifully-illustrated and 
informative book will feature birds such as the Chuuk Monarch and the Faichuk 
White-Eye, as well as all of the islands’ other endemic terrestrial flora and fauna.

Project lead: Jan Pruden
Project duration: 2008-2010
Product: Published “Only in Chuuk - Our Endemic Species” book



LINGUISTICS and LANGUAGE LEARNING:
LANGUAGES OF MICRONESIA PHRASEBOOK SERIES

Many indigenous languages spoken in Micronesia are under threat. Some are 
spoken with less fluency and by fewer people than before. IREI is addressing 
this problem by working on a comprehensive series of phrasebooks designed to 
increase interest and facilitate learning and communication in local languages. 
Once published, each book will be a handy, user-friendly communication tool 
focusing on one of Micronesia’s 24 indigenous languages. We are collaborating 
with hundreds of experts throughout the region to create these truly ground-
breaking language books, sure to become irreplaceable resources in education, 
language learning, responsible tourism, and cultural preservation. 

Project lead: Danko Taborosi and Justin Udovch
Project duration: 2000-2011
Product: Set of 24 published books (available individually and as a boxed set)

MICRONESIAN LANGUAGES WEB PORTAL
IREI is in the process of creating a website dedicated to documentation and 
promotion of Micronesian languages. The core of the site is a comprehensive 
information center that includes user-updatable bibliography, on-line PDF library, 
and on-line dictionary access. There are also a bulletin board, electronic mailing 
list, registry of points of contact, and other language-related features. We hope that 
this digital “nerve-center” for Micronesian languages will help connect language 
educators, linguists, and other interested people and enable their cooperation and 
information exchange, provide accessible reference materials and research tools, and 
promote awareness, use, and development of indigenous languages in the region.

Project lead: Danko Taborosi and Emerson Odango
Project duration: 2010-2011
Partners / Funding source: Pohnpei State Historic Preservation Office (HPO)
Product: Stand-alone website

RECORDING OF TRADITIONAL PLACE NAMES
Names of places are vital identity markers for indigenous peoples, whose detailed 
knowledge of toponyms instills a sense of historical continuity as owners of their own 
area. Place names are also of interest to linguists, who consider them to be some of the 
oldest words in a given language and think of them as clues to cultural roots and early 
history. As important as they are, however, traditional place names in Micronesia are 
not well documented. On a large scale, the names on maps are generally misapplied, 
misspelled, or made-up relics of the colonial era and rarely correspond to actual names 
in daily use in local languages. On a small scale, place names have generally not been 
recorded by researchers, and are becoming unfamiliar even to younger generations 
locally. IREI has a long-term project to record traditional place names by interviewing 
community leaders and elders all over Micronesia.

Project lead: Justin Udovch
Project duration: 2005-open 



OLD CAR DISPOSAL AWARENESS CAMPAIGN
Uncontrolled disposal of old vehicles is endemic to Micronesia. Remains of discarded 
cars and appliances are ubiquitous on the roadside and even otherwise natural areas. 
This affects the environment, public health, tourism, and image of the islands. IREI 
works to increase awareness of this problem and to educate the public about proper 
ways to dispose of vehicles. Our trial tool is a 2009 wall calendar. It features photos of 
children and local people posing with old cars in various scenic locations around the 
island of Pohnpei. The approach is deliberately provocative in order to attract attention, 
but the message to protect the environment is clear. The calendar was distributed freely 
all over Pohnpei and became a popular environmental awareness tool.

Project lead: Peterson Anson
Project duration: 2008-2009 (completed)
Partners / Funding source: FSM Department of R&D
Product: 12-month color wall calendar, freely distributed

PROTECTED AREAS OF GUAM POSTER
The Chief Executives of Micronesian nations/territories have committed to the 
Micronesia Challenge, to conserve 30% of coastal and 20% of terrestrial resources by 
2020. This goal can be achieved only through close cooperation and dedication of all 
stakeholders and coordinated action of different authorities. On Guam, for example, 
there are as many as ten different types of protected areas, managed by various 
agencies and mandated by diverse legislation. IREI has prepared an informative poster 
that gives an integrated overview of the island’s wildlife refuges, ecological preserves, 
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs), National Park lands, etc. Once published, it will be 
a comprehensive portrait of the current state of environmental conservation on Guam 
and a useful reference on the island’s path to fulfil the goals of Micronesia Challenge.

Project lead: Danko Taborosi
Project duration: 2008-2010
Product: Published poster, full color, 37 inches x 37 inches

AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS:

DEMOGRAPHIC PORTRAIT OF THE FSM
Demography is the study of human populations, dealing with their growth, density, 
distribution, and other patterns. Demographic data are critical indicators of a nation’s 
level of development, its strengths, and its problems; nevertheless, the general public 
is usually unaware of this data. IREI has developed a unique means of making 
demographics interesting and accessible, by converting raw data into fascinating 
photomosaics. Specifically, we created a simple yet statistically accurate and highly 
informative compound image, in which photographs of a representative sample 
of 1,000 individuals from all over the Federated States of Micronesia convey the 
nation’s population structure. This reliable educational and reference tool has been 
published in form of a poster and distributed to schools and offices all over the FSM.

Project lead: Maricruz Sanchez Collazo
Project duration: 2007-2008 (completed)
Product: Published poster, full color, 44.5 inches x 33 inches 
Partners / Funding source: Australian Government and Caroline Fisheries Corp.
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INTRODUCING MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are the most broadly supported, 
comprehensive and specific development goals the world has ever agreed upon. These 
eight time-bound goals provide concrete, numerical benchmarks for tackling extreme 
poverty in its many dimensions. They include goals and targets on income poverty, 
hunger, maternal and child mortality, disease, inadequate shelter, gender inequality, 
environmental degradation and the Global Partnership for Development. The 
United Nations is currently evaluating the progress towards the fulfillment of MDG 
benchmarks in Micronesia. IREI is providing assistance in the FSM by creating and 
publishing a set of awareness cards designed to explain the MDGs to policy makers, 
educators, students, and the interested public.

Project lead: Cecilia Sodre
Project duration: 2010
Product: Published set of awareness cards for policy makers and educators

COMMUNITY WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT 
IREI is fortunate to have dedicated and experienced programmers, designers, and 
web-developers among members. We are able to extend assistance to communities and 
like-minded organizations interested in starting or enhancing their web presence. For 
example, Pingelapese Liamweimwei Youth Volunteers group has expressed interest 
that the general public and members of Pingelapese community abroad become 
familiar with their cultural preservation activities on Pohnpei. Our members have 
followed the growth of the group over the past year, photographing and documenting 
their various activities. We are now using the information and materials gathered to 
prepare a website for them. Another soon-to-be-launched website created by IREI for 
a partner organization will be that of Pohnpei Historic Preservation Office.

Project duration: open
Products: Stand-alone websites for communities and partner organizations



EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION:
MY FIRST ISLAND BOOK
IREI supports Early Childhood Education in Micronesia and creates and publishes 
island-themed board books. By providing exciting resources for infants to ECE 
pre-readers and their parents/caretakers, we hope to instill the pleasure of reading 
to the youngest children in Micronesia. The books are designed to be sturdy and 
attractive, allowing early childhood readers to recognize drawings, colors, and shapes 
and connect visual symbols with real life objects. There are currently four books in 
this series, each of which introduces things that children encounter in their everyday 
surroundings (Local Foods, Sea Animals, Land Animals, Sky and Sea). These books 
will be given out as presents to each child in Micronesia when they receive their 
mandatory 24-month immunization shots.

Project lead: Jacqueline Hazen
Project duration: 2009-2010
Partners / Funding source: FSM Dept. of Health Services / Australian Government
Product: series of four published picture books

ALPHABET CARDS FOR MICRONESIAN LANGUAGES
IREI is working to create and publish sets of flash cards designed for learning 
the alphabets and orthography of indigenous languages of Micronesia. The deck 
for each language contains the full set of vowels and consonants used in the 
writing of a particular language. The illustrations and vocabulary for the alphabet 
flashcards match the phonic sound of each letter and represent objects that are 
familiar and immediately recognizable to island children. When published, the 
cards will become irreplaceable resources in the classrooms in Yap, Chuuk, 
Pohnpei, Kosrae, and throughout Micronesia, as well as an important step toward 
literacy in the islands’ indigenous languages.

Project leads: Katherine Mutchler and Ruthanne Swanson
Project duration: 2010-2011
Products: published educational card decks

OUR FIRST LEARNING BOOKS
Created for ECE and early elementary school, Our First Learning Books is a series of 
four unique and attractive textbooks for teaching basic reading, counting, shapes, and 
colors recognition skills. Thanks to the unique concept of horizontally split cardboard 
pages, children can flip top and bottom parts independently to match appropriate 
concepts. The approach encourages young children to learn via fun challenges. Each 
of the four books is made in seven bilingual versions (English + Chuukese, Pohnpeian, 
Kosraean, Yapese, Woleaian, Satawalese, and Ulithian), with the local language given 
the visual priority. They are sure to become an irreplaceable resource in teaching 
reading and writing and promoting literacy in Micronesia’s indigenous languages.

Project lead: Jacqueline Hazen
Project duration: 2009-2010
Partners / Funding source: FACSSO / State DOEs
Product: 28 published books (series of four, each in seven language versions)
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION BOOKS FOR FSM
From pristine coral reefs to deep rainforests, the nature of Micronesia must 
be respected and preserved for future generations. At IREI we believe that an 
important step towards that goal is to teach young children about it. We are now 
preparing four children’s books designed to promote environmental awareness. 
Elegant yet simple, with bilingual text, beautiful artwork, and high quality 
photos, each book introduces children to various types of environments found 
on Yap, Chuuk, Pohnpei, and Kosrae respectively. Students will learn about the 
individual landscapes representing marine, coastal, freshwater, and terrestrial 
habitats, and the overall environmental diversity of their island homes.

Project lead: Danko Taborosi and Jacqueline Hazen
Project duration: 2009-2010
Partners / Funding source: Epinup Conservation / EU / DOEs
Product: 4 published environmental education books

CHILDREN INTRODUCE MICRONESIA BOOK
IREI is preparing a wonderful children’s book and an educational tool designed 
to promote regional awareness and cooperation. Entitled Children Introduce 
Micronesia, that elegant yet simple book represents an introduction to the various 
islands and cultures of the region. Each set of facing pages introduces one 
country, state, or territory (Palau, CNMI, Guam, Yap, Chuuk, Pohnpei, Kosrae, 
Marshall Islands, Kiribati, and Nauru) through photos of local children and 
landscapes, coupled with a flag and one-paragraph insight given in a comic-book-
style cloud. The book is designed specifically to attract and retain attention of 
young readers and introduce them to the diversity of the beautiful Micronesian 
region they live in.

Project lead: Danko Taborosi and Jacqueline Hazen
Project duration: 2009-2010
Product: published educational books

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION:

LEGENDS OF MICRONESIA BOOK SERIES

Micronesian legends and stories are building blocks of a vast intangible heritage. 
They are told to convey a moral, provide entertainment, interpret natural 
phenomena, and maintain traditional histories. Arising from complex experiences 
of generations of islanders, myths, legends, and stories have been recognized as a 
cultural treasure trove by many academics and educators who have spent decades 
recording them and preserving them for the future. IREI now joins the effort to 
preserve and promote Micronesian storytelling by creating illustrated reading 
books designed to bring oral traditions closer to schoolchildren and use that 
important local theme to help the young students improve reading skills.

Project leads: Ruthanne Swanson and Katherine Mutchler
Project duration: 2010-2011
Products: published educational books



SECONDARY EDUCATION:
ISLAND WALL MAPS FOR CLASSROOM USE

Classrooms in Micronesia might have large maps of the world or the United 
States displayed, but invariably lack similar educational tools for teaching 
geography of their own islands. IREI aims to create such elementary school 
resources for each nation and territory in Micronesia, so that school children 
everywhere might have access to high quality wall maps of their own island and 
its neighbors. We, thereby, hope to increase local geographic knowledge and 
awareness on individual islands, as well as promote mutual understanding and 
cohesion in the entire region.

Project lead: David Vann
Project duration: 2007 - open
Product: Roller-mounted wall maps of individual islands

STUDENT ATLAS OF GUAM TEXTBOOK
IREI is dedicated to producing educational materials made specifically for 
Micronesia. We aim to create textbooks that will promote and facilitate the 
teaching of geography, history, and environmental and social sciences with a 
local focus. The first textbook we created was Student Atlas of Guam. Published 
in cooperation with BessPress in 2007, it is an easy-to-read, yet detailed and 
richly illustrated introduction to the island. It includes topics such as land, water, 
environment, coral reefs, plants, animals, villages, roads, people, culture, and 
more; and relies almost exclusively on local examples to teach the principals of 
geography and environmental and social sciences.

Project lead: Danko Taborosi and David Vann
Project duration: 2006-2007 (completed)
Partner: BessPress, Hawaii
Product: published “Student Atlas of Guam” hardcover textbook

STUDENT ATLAS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF 
MICRONESIA TEXTBOOK
 
IREI is planning a student atlas for Micronesia, based on the work already 
completed in Guam. The atlas would introduce individual islands of the FSM 
and the region as a whole, and convey important topics in geography and social 
studies via examples of island environments, climate phenomena, indigenous 
cultures, local plants and animals, etc. We are currently working with FSM 
Department of Education to lay the groundwork for the development of this 
textbook and its integration into existing high school curriculum.

Project lead: unassigned
Project duration: 2010-2011
Partner / Funding source: FSM National Department of Educations
Product: published “Student Atlas of the FSM” textbook
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HIGHER EDUCATION:

COLLEGE TEXTBOOKS - Open Invitation to Publish

Recognizing the need for college textbooks customized for the sociopolitical, 
environmental, and cultural context of Micronesia, IREI urges authors – 
especially professors and instructors of the College of Micronesia – to write 
them. We extend an open invitation for manuscript submission and will consider 
for publication any materials of suitable quality. If funding is available, the 
publications could be created at no cost to the authors. Depending on specific 
arrangements, printed copies might be provided to the authors/ students/
institutions free of charge or at production cost.

Project lead: unassigned
Project duration: open
Product: Published textbooks

ATLAS OF THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA
The project to create and publish the Atlas of the Federated States of Micronesia 
was initiated as a response to the lack of a single authoritative geographic reference 
for this island nation. It is envisioned as an informative, richly illustrated, and 
comprehensive monograph to suitably portray the FSM as a diverse yet cohesive 
nation with a unique cultural and environmental heritage, as well as a fascinating 
microcosm of individual islands. With a wealth of clear and in-depth texts written by 
recognized specialists, many high quality photographs, and beautifully designed up-
to-date maps, the atlas will be a vital resource for anyone interested in Micronesia. 
This project is distinct from the Student Atlas of the Federated States of Micronesia.

Project lead: Danko Taboroši and Justin Udovch
Project duration: 2005-2012
Partner / Funding source: Waab Transportation / FSM Telecommunications Corp.
Product: “Atlas of the Federated States of Micronesia” book



OTHER PROJECTS:
ECO-TOURISM PROMOTION POSTCARD SETS

The Regional Tourism Committee (RTC) has recently been mandated by the 
Micronesian Chief Executives to develop media kits, calendars of events, 
information packages, and other resources to promote tourism in Micronesia. 
We recognize that personal recommendations and mailing of postcards to 
friends and family are effective promotional strategies and integral elements of 
any successful destination awareness campaign -- and have created a set of 9 
attractive quality postcards (with a unique twist!) for Pohnpei State. We stand by 
to assist other local tourism authorities to promote their islands.

Project lead: Maricruz Sanchez Collazo
Project duration: 2010 
Partner: Pohnpei Visitors’ Bureau
Product: sets of 9 postcards for Pohnpei State; other areas to follow 

MOSQUES OF MINDANAO - A Windshield Tour

The “Mosques of Mindanao, a Windshield Tour” project is an awareness 
campaign designed to promote multiculturalism and peaceful coexistence in the 
southern Philippine island of Mindanao. The idea is to simply let the mosques 
speak for themselves through their innate beauty. We will create a coffee table 
book whose intent is to project the sense of pride of the Islamic communities in 
Mindanao and share this beautiful aspect of Mindanao with the rest of the world.

Project lead: Brett Wallace
Project duration: 2009 - 2010
Partner: VICTIM non-profit organization, Mindanao, Philippines
Product: Published coffee table book



Contact us at:

(691) 920-5940 (FSM)
(671) 472-6279 (Guam)

irei@islandresearch.org

Island Research & Education Initiative
PO Box PS 303
Palikir, Pohnpei, FM 96941
Federated States of Micronesia

www.islandresearch.org


