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  Seventeen-year-old Pakistani immigrant, Zara 
Hossain, has been leading a fairly typical life in 
Corpus Christi, Texas, since her family moved 
there for her father to work as a pediatrician. 
While dealing with the Islamophobia that she 
faces at school, Zara has to lay low, trying not 
to stir up any trouble and jeopardize their 
family's dependent visa status while they await 
their green card approval, which has been in 
process for almost nine years.
(Scholastic, 2021)

May 22, 2021 General Meeting Options:

GUAM COUNCIL 
INTERNATIONAL READING

ASSOCIATION

Book of 
the Month

A Message from our President
It’s been one unique but amazing year as an organization because not only did we 
accomplish our goals but we overcame all the challenges that came along with them. In this 
unprecedented time we managed to grow as an organization with more members committed 
to promoting literacy throughout our schools and island. We met virtually each month and 
provided all members access to professional learning via our guest authors and 
presenters. We continued to put books into our children’s homes via our community book 
fair, book donations to schools and charitable organizations, and a successful Read-A-Thon. 
Thank you everyone for continuing to be a part of the Guam Council International 

Reading/Literacy Association and dedicating your time and resources to our mission. Our success and 
future success is only made possible through the hard work of our outstanding members and board. It has 
been my extreme honor and pleasure serving as your President this year and I look forward to seeing more 
with all of you! Our Focus on Reading with our 2020 vision is a wrap! Biba Guam IRA!

Thank you and I look forward to our next meeting!
Your CY2020-21 IRA President,

Dr. Darlene Rose Afaisen Roberto

DECEMBER 19

www.iraguam.blogspot.com
International Reading Association, Guam Council
P.O. Box 21733 Barrigada, GU 96921

April 24, 2021

If in-person, please fill 
out the following form: 

https://bit.ly/3uR95yj
Meeting will be held at 
Southern High School, 

9:00-12:00

If via Zoom, please find 
the link below: 

https://bit.ly/34I97Nn
Meeting ID and Passcode 

will be emailed to members

May 22, 2021

http://www.iraguam.blogspot.com
https://bit.ly/3uR95yj
https://bit.ly/34I97Nn


IRA Board Members:
Dr. Darlene Roberto, President

Liwayway Anicas, President-elect
Martha Sudo, Recording Secretary / 
Professional Development / Grants
Liwanag Dominguez, Corresponding 

Secretary / Electronics
Nilfa Milan, Treasurer

Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera, Webmaster / 
Professional Development

Stephanie Taitano, Membership
Annette Leon Guerrero, Membership

Rose Castro, Scholastic Order
Manda Tenorio, Book Exchange

Mae Mendiola, Electronics
Vivian Wolff, Grants

April Ann Cordova, Historian & Newsletter
Dylan Orot, Historian & Newsletter

Elvina Johnson, Novelties
Verna Mendiola, Novelties

Geri Eclavea, Hardcover / Paperback
Laurie Alig, Door Prizes, Decor, & Details 

Jovita Alcantara, Door Prizes, Decor, & Details
Piola Fernandez, Door Prizes, Decor, & Details

EDTECH CORNER
Buncee is a creation and presentation tool which supports 
educators as they foster the 4 Cs of learning in students: 
critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and 
creativity. Some of Buncee’s many features include over 
10k student-friendly graphics designed by their team to 
help make learning fun, the ability to record audio and 
video directly into a Buncee, integration with YouTube and 
Pixabay images and much more.

Teachers integrate Buncee as a tool for individualized, 
differentiated instruction, language learning and special 
education, as well as lessons and projects for any subject. 
It is used as a classroom presentation tool for reviewing 
and introducing content aligned with curriculum 
standards. Additionally, Buncee is integrated into modes of 
expressed student learning including alternative book 
reports, research projects, digital storytelling, 
project-based learning, passion projects, and genius hour. 
With Buncee's easy to use creation canvas making learning 
fun is just a drag and drop away. (Adam, 2020)

https://www.edu.buncee.com/


Spend It All, Spend It Now
April 24, 2021 

Southern High School

St. Francis Catholic School 
students strike a pose 
after receiving their 

Read-a-thon prizes from 
representative, Martha Sudo. 


