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Description:
This anthology features fictional stories — in 
poems, prose, and art — that reflect a slice of 
the varied and limitless ways that readers 
like you resist every day. TAKE THE MIC's 
powerful collection of stories features work 
by literary luminaries and emerging talent 
alike, including Newbery-winner Jason 
Reynolds, New York Times bestseller Samira 
Ahmed, and others. (Scholastic, 2020)  

Join us at our recurring 
meeting link below:

bit.ly/34I97Nn 
Meeting ID & Passcode will be 

emailed to members.

www.iraguam.blogspot.com
International Reading Association, Guam Council
P.O. Box 21733 Barrigada, GU 96921
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the Month

A Message from the President
Welcome to the month of Thanksgiving! We have so much to be thankful for with the 
increase to our membership and our non-stop mission to provide our members with 
outstanding professional development. Thank you to our awesome presenters for 
sharing your talents and wisdom in your respective fields: Mr. Vince Reyes, Mr. Tim 
“Sois” DeLeon Guerrero, Ms. Marie Racadio, Mr John Padilla, and Ms. Ciann San 
Nicolas. Seeing was definitely believing in how your efforts continue to pave the 
way for literacy throughout our island whether through books, technology, or 

the arts. As we continue to sharpen our vision this year, we challenge our members to examine 
the possibilities of all that our Pacific region has to offer especially with our guest presenters 
this month. Let’s examine the possibilities of increasing our fluency using our voice and our 
island perspective. “See” you all at our next Zoom meeting on November 14, 2020.

Thank you, and I look forward to our meeting!
Your CY2020-21 IRA President,
Dr. Darlene Rose Afaisen Roberto

https://bit.ly/34I97Nn


IRA Board Members:
Dr. Darlene Roberto, President

Liwayway Anicas, President-elect
Martha Sudo, Recording Secretary / 
Professional Development / Grants
Liwanag Dominguez, Corresponding 

Secretary / Electronics
Nilfa Milan, Treasurer

Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera, Webmaster / 
Professional Development

Stephanie Taitano, Membership
Annette Leon Guerrero, Membership

Rose Castro, Scholastic Order
Manda Tenorio, Book Exchange

Mae Mendiola, Electronics
Vivian Wolff, Grants

April Ann Cordova, Historian & Newsletter
Dylan Orot, Historian & Newsletter

Elvina Johnson, Novelties
Verna Mendiola, Novelties

Geri Eclavea, Hardcover / Paperback
Laurie Alig, Door Prizes, Decor, & Details 

Jovita Alcantara, Door Prizes, Decor, & Details
Piola Fernandez, Door Prizes, Decor, & Details

READ-A-THON 2021
Look out and save the date for 
the annual IRA Read-a thon in 
February 2021! 

Invitations to participate 
were sent out to principals, 
so be sure to check with your 
principal to accept the 
invitation!

EDTECH CORNER
Twinkl is an educational publishing company that is revolutionising the way teachers work 
worldwide, with content creators in the UK, US and Australia.

Experienced, passionate teachers have created over half a million lesson plans, classroom activities 
and teaching tools tailored specifically to you as a teacher to download as and when you need them. 
Twinkl takes the stress out of lesson planning, giving teachers more free time and significantly fewer 
headaches!

Twinkl are pioneering EdTech in the classroom. The Twinkl Go! hub provides interactive educational 
games and activities for computers, tablets and smartphones. Twinkl are also making exciting strides 
into the world of augmented reality with their collection of AR education materials.

With an average subscription price of $8.99 a month, we think it’s complete no brainer to sign up to their 
full subscription package. Alternatively, you can try some free teaching resources by creating a free 
account.

Their motto is to help those who teach, and with their impressive forays into EdTech, we’re sure that they 
will. (Adam B, 2020)

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/?utm_source=tutorful.co.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=EdTech&utm_content=UK
https://www.twinkl.com/?utm_source=Tutorful.co.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=EdTech&utm_content=US
https://www.twinkl.com.au/?utm_source=Tutorful.co.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=EdTech&utm_content=Australia
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/reality?utm_source=Tutorful.co.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=EdTech&utm_content=AR%20Education
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/premium?utm_source=Tutorful.co.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=EdTech&utm_content=Full%20Subscription%20Package
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/new-primary-topic-resources/free-taster-packs-twinkl-recommends-key-stage-1?utm_source=Tutorful.co.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=EdTech&utm_content=Free%20Teaching%20Resources
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/sign-up?utm_source=Tutorful.co.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=EdTech&utm_content=Free%20Account
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/sign-up?utm_source=Tutorful.co.uk&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=EdTech&utm_content=Free%20Account


Speaker 1: Ta Tuge’ Mo’na
Ta Tuge' Mo'na is a non-profit committed to 
fostering a literary tradition. Our mission is to 
grow writing as a form of self expression 
grounded in Pacific perspective and to provide 
opportunities to writers to develop their voice 
and their craft.  Our organization’s roots are 
from FestPac 2016 and the literary arts 
committee. The members of that committee 
bonded through their love of the written word and 
their appreciation for Pacific stories. So far Ta 
Tuge' Mo'na’s first book Kinalamten gi Pasifiku 
was published in 2018. Also, we hosted the Writing 
Waves workshop in 2018. Please join our group, at 
https://bit.ly/3mLGSVk. For more information, 
contact us at tatugemona@gmail.com. Si Yu’os 
Må’ase’

Speaker 2: UOG Press
The University of Guam Press (UOG Press) 
publishes an array of academic and literary 
books and journals with a specific focus on 
the unique history, environment, peoples, 
cultures, and languages of the islands that 
make up the Western Pacific region. The 
University of Guam Press strives to increase 
the availability of exceptional scholarly and 
literary texts that can be used as learning 
resources about Guam and Micronesia for 
people and institutions in the region and 
throughout the world. (UOG, 2020)

Speaker 3: Liwayway Anicas
Liwayway Anicas is a 3rd Grade teacher at J.Q. 
San Miguel Elementary School, and she is one 
of GC-IRA’s Grant Winners for the CY 2019-2020 
spring cycle. Entitled “Keep Quiet, Listen, and 
Read On”, her presentation focuses on 
improving fluency and comprehension using 
audiobooks. 

OPERATIONCHRISTMAS
DROP

OPERATION CHRISTMAS DROP:
BOOK DONATIONS

It’s the season of giving!

In partnership with the UOG SOE Alumni 
Association, We are looking for donations 
of books in good condition to be added to 
the annual Christmas Drop to benefit our 

sister islands across Micronesia.

More details of drop-off locations will be 
announced at a later time, and we thank 

you for your generosity!

https://bit.ly/3mLGSVk


GC-IRA Grants
Fall 2020 Grant 

Awardee

April Torres
2nd Grade Teacher

Price Elementary School
“We Can All Be Heroes- How 
Ordinary People Changed 

the World “

Project Description:
To establish a classroom library of age 
appropriate nonfiction biographies of 
historical figures using fun and 
thought-provoking lessons

From the Guam Council-- 

International Reading Association


