
 
 
  

  

A Message from the President 
Happy IRA !  I was so excited to see the great turn out of participants during our September 22 general membership meeting.  In case 
you missed it, attendees were greeted with delicious red apples to start their morning and they also received a tag that said “Be a Change 

Maker” as they signed in.  They also enjoyed the light breakfast served as they socialized with friends and 
colleagues.  Since the theme was Fairytales, several attendees dressed in their favorite Fairytale character.  
They also listened to the presentation down memory lane of the ILA conference trip to Austin, Texas in July 
20 by myself.  They listened intently about the three ILA guest speakers and how they continue to promote 
literacy with students who live in poverty.  They are:  Aldan Gonzalez, Cornelius Minor and Dr. Nadia Lopez.  
The other two interesting presenters were Lois Gumataotao, who conducted a presentation on “Are You 
Listening” that included audio exercises the attendees engaged in, and Dr. Matilda N. Rivera, who conducted 
a presentation on “Engaging ELA Activities for the Pacific Child.”  To close the meeting, we had a raffle with 

lots of winners.  The grand prize was a printer!  Our next meeting is our Read-A-Thon Kick-Off on October 6, at the Agana Shopping 
Center. We will have our sale of books, costume contests, raffle prizes, vendors, authors, and entertainment.  Come on down, you’ll be glad 
you did!   

Thank you, Your 2018 IRA President, 
 Lois T. Gumataotao 
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Many children understand April’s dilemma 
when her cat, Sheba, has three kittens. April 
is thrilled until her father insists that theirs is 
strictly a one-cat household. April must give 
up three cats, but which ones? How April 
comes up with the perfect solution makes for a 
heartwarming story that has appealed to 
many young cat lovers and will continue to 
delight generations of children everywhere.  



 

 

	

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
  
  

IRA Board Members: 
Lois Gumataotao, President 
Nilfa Milan, President-elect 
Liwayway Anicas, Recording 

Secretary/Table 3 
Liwanag Dominguez, Corresponding 
Secretary/Professional Resources 

Geri Charfauros, Treasurer 
Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera, 

Webmaster/Professional Development 
Melissa Gentapanan, Historian  

Stephanie Taitano, Membership 
Rose Castro, Scholastic Order/Author Visit 

Manda Tenorio, Book Exchange 
Mae Mendiola, Electronics 

Vivian Wolff, Grants 
Dr. Darlene Roberto, Mistress of Ceremony 

April Ann Cordova, Newsletter 
Dylan Orot, Newsletter 

Elvina Johnson, Novelties 
Verna Mendiola, Novelties 

Martha Sudo, Professional Development 
Annette Leon Guerrero, Hardcover and 

Young Adults 
Geri Eclavea, Paperback Picture Books 

IRA GRANTS 
Build Your Own Classroom Library 

Don’t you wish you had a classroom library or funds 
to add spectacular books to your current student 
collection?  Wish no more and take action.  Apply for 
an IRA Grant for up to $500 to purchase these books, 
thanks to IRA and the UOG/SOE Alumni Association 
providing funds through a grant.  All you need to do 
is be a current IRA member for this school year and 
submit a completed application. 
 
The Guam Council of IRA has been instrumental in 
helping to make the students on Guam and 
Micronesia more literate for over 50 years.  The 
theme for this year’s Read-A-Thon is,   “Today a 
Reader, Tomorrow a Leader”. 
Grant application forms are available on the IRA 
website at www.iraguam.blogspot.com, under 
Grants, and download a copy. 
 
Completed applications will be due October 6 at the 
Kick-Off meeting for Read-A-Thon, at the Agana 
Shopping Center, no later than 11:00 a.m. at the 
Grants Table.  Just look for Vivian Wolff or Martha 
Sudo for submissions. 

Need a Grad Credit for Re-Certification? 
Guam Council, International Reading Association (GC,IRA) is again offering 1 Graduate Credit, through the 
UOG/SOE Alumni Association.  The course is PD894 – Literacy Empowerment Makes a Difference V under the 
University of Guam, PIP.  The Instructor is Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera (mnrivera@triton.uog.edu, 
mnrivera@gdoe.net) and Co-Facilitator, Martha Sudo (mjsudo@gmail.com).  
Description:  By attending the monthly meetings of the GC,IRA, students will be provided with resourceful 
strategies to increase literacy in diverse classroom settings.  The sessions will allow teachers, administrators, or 
media specialists, to gather ideas for effective literacy instruction, tools, and best practices. There will be formal 
sessions, informal venues, and networking areas to help students achieve their goals and expand their own 
understanding. 
Requirements –  

• Must be a current GC,IRA Member - $25 membership 
• Must be a current UOG/SOE Alumni Association member - $30 membership 
• UOG  - $20 Instructional Fee – UOG PIP (Professional International Progrms) 
• Attend GC,IRA monthly meetings and submit a reflective journal  entry after each meeting using the form 

provided.  It will be the student’s responsibility to sign-in for attendance at the IRA/SOE Alumni 
Association Course Table. 

Last day for course registration will take place at GC,IRA’s meeting on October 6, 2018 (Agana Shopping Center).  
 



 

  
BOOK EXCHANGE 

 

Book exchange is available at the monthly IRA meetings! Bring any new or used 
books in good condition to exchange for another book free of charge. This is a 
great way to satiate your appetite for reading! Stop by the Book Exchange table 
at the next IRA meeting!  
 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS CONFERENCE SIGN-UP 
 

The Annual Regional Language Arts Conference Steering Committee will be 
accepting Language Arts Conference pre-registration/graduate credit 
payments at the Professional Development/SOE Alumni table at the upcoming 
IRA meeting. This year’s Language Arts Conference is scheduled for November 
9 and 10 at the Pacific Star Hotel. If you have any questions, please call 735-
2725. See p. 6 for more details! 

September IRA Meeting 

September 22, 2018 

JQ San Miguel Elementary 

School, Toto 

 

IRA 50th Anniversary (May 12, 2018): The above are the past 
IRA presidents honored during the 50th Anniversary held at 
JQ San Miguel Elementary School.  They were presented a 
resolution by Senator Joe San Agustin.  Left to right:  Sen. 
Joe San Agustin, Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera, Margaret 
Asuncion, Leah Calvo, Rose Castro, Rosalyn White, Teresita 
Cruz, Eleanor Artero, Anne Cummings, Dr. Marilyn Salas, 
and Arline Cruz.  Back row left to right:  Grace Griffin, Tina 
Buendicho, Aimee Lizama, Jennifer Woodard, Neldie 
Pendon-Limtiaco, Rowena Dimla, and Kim Thai Cunningham 
Cruz. 
 

 

 



Featured Authors  

The Twelve Days of Christmas, Chamorro Style or Dosi na 
Ha'anin Krismas, Maneran Chamorro is a bilingual book of a 
Father or Tata giving presents to his child. The gifts include 
things that we eat, like, or use in our Chamorro culture. 

Lepblon Pinenta Para I Famagu'on or Children's Coloring 
Book is a bilingual book that teaches the colors, numbers, 
animals, fruits and vegetables, parts of the body and other 
things we value in our Chamorro culture. Children can 
enjoy coloring the pictures and learning Chamorro! 

 

Catherine Payne is a local author, and "Chepchop Unai" 
is her third book. Cathy is a graduate of the Academy of 
Our Lady of Guam. She has a bachelor's degree from the 
University of California at Berkeley and master's degrees 
from Harvard University and Columbia University. She 
works as an adjunct instructor at the University of Guam 
and as an assistant editor at The Guam Daily Post. In her 
spare time, she writes books for children and travels. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Don’t forget some important dates! 

• Read-a-thon Kick-Off on October 6, 2018  
at Agana Shopping Center from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Prizes for the Best Costumes will be given (1 for 
Adults; 1 for Children). There will also be various 
performances and guest authors, so stop on by! 

• Read-a-thon will be from October 8-26, 2018 at 
participating schools 

Check your school representative for more information! 
Interested in becoming a school representative, email 
Nilfa Milan for more information: nmmilan@gdoe.net! 



 PRE-REGISTER FOR UOG’s LANGUAGE ARTS CONFERENCE TO BE HOSTED 
AT PACIFIC STAR HOTEL , NOV. 9 & 10 

The University of Guam’s 31st Annual Regional Language Arts Conference (LAC) is an annual event 
in which Western Pacific educators are provided with opportunities for professional growth and 
enrichment in literacy.  The conference theme is “What We Weave through the Language Arts.”  
The conference will be held Friday, November 9, 2018 and Saturday, November 10, 2018 at the 
Pacific Star Hotel.  For more information, visit https://www.uog.edu/schools-and-
colleges/college-of-liberal-arts-and-social-sciences/english-and-applied-linguistics/language-
arts-conference.   

The LAC will offer one graduate credit/CEU.  As part of the course requirements, students must 
complete the following:  full attendance at the conference; classroom application of one or more of 
the strategies/techniques learned at the conference; write a brief reflection for each session 
attended; and write a five-page, typed, double-spaced paper explaining how the Language Arts 
Conference has increased their knowledge and understanding of effective language arts and 
content-area activities, as well as other engaging literacy strategies to enhance reading, writing, 
and assessment in the classroom. 

Students must register for the conference before they register for the graduate credit/CEU at the 
Professional International Programs, 2nd floor, MARC, Computer Center, PIP Building, Room #217. 
For more information, students may call 735-2601 or fax 734-1233. They may also e-mail the 
instructor, Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera at mnrivera@triton.uog.edu or mnrivera@gdoe.net . 

  

The LAC registration fee includes the following: 

 *IRA Members, Presenters – $60 

*Student Presenters – $25 (Provide student verification) 

*Students Attending Only – $35 (Provide student verification) 

 *Non-IRA members before November 1 – $70  

                 After November 1 - $85 

 

If you are interested in attending the Language Arts Conference, LAC pre-registration will be 
accepted at IRA’s October meeting/Read-A-Thon Kick Off at the Agana Shopping Center.  If you 
register after the meeting, you must mention that you are an IRA member in order to receive the 
discounted rate.  Thereafter, your name will be verified with the IRA membership database, so be 
sure that your membership is up to date. 

 

For additional information regarding the conference, participants/presenters may call Evelyn 
Chargualaf, LAC Administrative Coordinator, at 735-2725 or e-mail her at 
evelync@triton.uog.edu. 

  

 


