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58th IRA Convention—San Antonio, Texas

The September 2013 theme is “CelebratIng TeacheRs – Making A Difference,” which derived from the 58th IRA Convention held in San Antonio,
Texas on April 19-22, 2013.
The convention was hosted at Henry B. Gonzales Convention Center. The
Guam delegates had an intense four days of Celebrating Teachers with the latest technological advances in promoting literacy. The main theme resonating
throughout the Exhibits was to Engage our Students—Sharpen your Skills—
Accelerate your Career. “Expanding our knowledge and exploring our options was attained with the professional development sessions, products on
the floor, services offered, resources, and tools” (p.12, IRA book). There
were a reported 200+ companies that offered interactive hands-on activities,
Didactic sessions, and networking opportunities.
The Exhibit Hall, although divided into two arenas, featured book signings with renowned authors such as, Katherine Paterson (Bridge to Teribathia),
Kirby Larson (Hattie Big Sky), and David Shannon (No, David! books), just to
name a few. To our surprise, shortly before returning to Guam, three authors
had already responded to our invitation to visit Guam schools. Way to maximize our efforts Texas Team! Job well done!
Representing the Guam Council delegates were: Jonathan Pilarca,
Council President 2012-2013; Neldie Pendon-Limtiaco, Former Council President 2011-2012; Debbie Castanieto-Duenas, President-Elect & Read-A-Thon
Chairperson 2013; Geraldine Biliran, John F. Kennedy High School representative; Becky Martinez, Saint Francis Catholic School representative; and Lolita Torres, Wettengel Elementary School representative.
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58th IRA Convention—San Antonio, Texas continued...
The delegates were excited when they heard:

Rick Riordan (Percy Jackson and Kane Chronicles- book series),

Succeed), and

LeVar Burton, Dr. Debbie Silver (Fall Down 7 Times, Get Up 8: Teaching Kids to

Mo Williams (Pigeon books) speak at the General Sessions, which were offered at
the conference on separate occasions.
In additional to attending the Honor Council Banquet, the Guam Council was presented with
the Honor Council Award for 17 consecutive years thus far. May we continue to keep up the momentum for next year’s award. The delegates were treated to an early-bird breakfast hosted by Scholastics, where copies of upcoming books by several authors present were distributed to attendees. Later
in the week, representatives with Creative Teacher Materials hosted a sit-down dinner for us at the
Tower of the Americas, the 750-foot-tall restaurant overlooking the convention center. What an amazing experience and the view was breathtaking!
The Guam delegates return home inspired, motivated, and armed with new ideas and strategies for the classroom. The two presenters for this month are Mr. Jonathan Pilarca, who will be sharing: Focus on Engagement: Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking… Taking a More Active Stance,
and Mrs. Neldie Pendon-Limtiaco, who will be sharing: What’s On The Menu?
“Chill Out with a Good Read!” ~ Debbie

We look forward to seeing you at this month’s
membership meeting to be held at:

8:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Saturday, September 12, 2013
Guam Outrigger Resort
San Jose Ballroom (Mezzanine)

GRAND PRIZE: The grand prize
for the September meeting is an
iPad Mini!!
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UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO CREDIT
The Guam Council – IRA and the University of San Diego will offer a new course for interested members. This
year’s course ―”Literacy Leaders Making A Difference” is for 1 graduate credit. The course will be from Fall 2013
through Spring 2014.
Course Description: By attending the meetings of the Guam Council - International Reading Association,
students will be provided with the most useful opportunities for engaging and inspiring literacy programs. The sessions will allow teachers, administrators, or media specialist, to gather information about their students’ reading habits, interests, processes and strategies. The workshops will assist leaders to provide the most appropriate teaching
and learning literacy experiences for individuals, groups and the whole class. There will be formal sessions, informal
venues, and networking areas to help students achieve their goals and expand their own understanding.
Grading: This will be based on attendance at the local council’s monthly meetings and reflective journal entries. The meetings will be held monthly for 2 hours, with the exception of the April meeting.
The course fee is $ 75.00.
Prerequisite: Current membership in the Guam Council – IRA (additional fee of $25.00).
Registration: Please visit Jennifer Woodard at the USD table beginning at 8:00 A.M.
Registration is ONLY at the September 14 meeting.
Due to the nature of the course, there will be no refunds or withdrawals.

BOOK EXCHANGE
Yes, we will have the Book
Exchange table again this
year! I have a few books that
I collected this summer so
do bring your already read
books to help us have an assortment to share. Just bring
a book and take a different
one home to read. Put them
in your car today so you
don’t forget them September
12th!

AUTHOR VISIT—2013
At the October meeting we will feature an author
who has written the biography of a young girl on Guam
during WWII.
What will this biography show us about the family
and how they coped with everyday sorrows and joys during a very traumatic time of a young girl’s life?
What led to the writing of this story? How does one
go about writing a biography?
This author will return to Guam for the first time
since 4 years of age and share with us the path to writing
that led back to Guam.
Find out more about this author at the September
meeting at the Outrigger. Be the first to get a copy of the
book. Then join us at the Outrigger in October and meet
this author.
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2013 MONTHLY THEMES
●

September 14, 2013

Celebrating Teachers—Making a
Difference (Texas Convention)
●

October 12, 2013

November 16, 2013

January 11, 2014

Linking Technology to
Improve Literacy
●

February 8, 2014

April 12, 2014

Aspire to
Spend it All, Spend it Now
●

Paperback—Anita Tenorio & Monica Lujan
Book Exchange—Jane Rayphand

Hard Cover—Becky Martinez & Lethia Calvo
Grants—Evelyn Topasna
Novelties—Stephanie Taitano, Jennifer Blas,
Jovonne Aguon, Rochelle Cruz & Rosemary
Ferguson
Software—Lolita Torres & Vangie Chaco

Publicity:
Marketing Director—Ron Ravela
Website—Dr. Matilda Rivera

March 8, 2014

Enthusiasm for Reading
●

Corresponding Secretary—Judith Arida

USD—Jennifer Woodard

Relax during
READ-A-THON 2014
●

Treasurer—Lelean Sigrah

Young Adult—Geraldine Biliran/ Jonathan
Pilarca & Gretchen Andres

December 14, 2013

Looking Forward to the
Community Book Fair
●

President Elect—Mary Livingston

Author Visit—Cyndy Pruski

Innovative Ideas at the
Language Arts Conference
●

President—Debbie Duenas

Recording Secretary—Martha Sudo

Happy with An Author’s Visit
●

2013-2014 BOARD MEMBERS

Newsletter—Leizl Ochavillo
Membership—Margaret Asuncion
Door Prizes—Julie Aguon & Cherryl Maravilla
Historian– Charlene Yanger
Professional Resources—
Nel Pendon-Limtiaco & Tina Buendicho

May 17, 2014

Dream Again the
Year in Review
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58th Reading Convention Pictures

San Antonio Texas (SAT) Recreation Time!
Texas Rooftop Poolside!
San Antonio Rooftop!!

Cayetano Blas—Top Island-Wide Student

Cayetano at Knotts Berry

Cayetano at Disney

Guam Council International Reading Association

P.O. Box 21733
Barrigada, GU 96921
E-mail: iraguam1@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Buenas yan Hafa Adai Todus Hamyu, Guahu si Debbie Duenas, Council President for School Year 2013-2014. Along with this year’s Executive Council Members, we
would like to take this opportunity to welcome everone back for yet another exciting
school year where we will be CelebratIng TeacheRs - Making A Difference in the lives of
our students and fellow educators.
The Guam Council of the International Reading Association, or GC-IRA continues
to promote literacy throughout the Region and Micronesia through workshops, book
grants, community projects, and with our annual Read.A.Thon. Guam Council ~ IRA impacts the community by supporting PBS Guam, the University of Guam’s Language Arts
Conference, and offering High School Scholarships, to name a few.
First, as an active member with the Guam Council ~ IRA organization, not only
are you investing in your success via access to Council resources and professional development sessions, but we would like to offer you a challenge this year. Are you willing to “Be A Mentor” or could you “Be Mentored By” council members within the organization? If you have free time on weekends and can duplicate the duties of our table chairpersons, then feel free to introduce yourself and begin networking with seasoned educators and SHARE and exchange refreshing ideas Today! Thank you for taking up the challenge of mentoring others and to be a continuous learner.
Second, we are also looking into partnering with island school’s to promote an
awareness of the Guam Council ~ IRA through varied community outreach projects.
One way is by offering service learning projects to high school students. We welcome
and thank all our young adults (high school and college students) for assisting at our
meetings and volunteering their time. Who knows, you may just be sitting next to a
future President or President-elect.
The Guam delegates are inspired and armed with new ideas and strategies for
the classroom, which was gleaned at the 58th IRA Annual Convention. The two presenters for this month are Mr. Jonathan Pilarca, who will be sharing: Focus on Engagement:
Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking… Taking a More Active Stance, and Mrs.
Neldie Pendon-Limtiaco, who will be sharing: What’s On The Menu?
Please keep in mind in the Guam Council of the International Reading Association ‘s efforts for Going Green; we will not be providing handouts for our monthly meetings. If you choose to take copious notes, feel free to bring your electronic devices or
notepads. Thank you for your support and understanding.
Lastly, this year’s venue for our monthly meetings will be at the Guam Outrigger Resort from 8:00-11:00am in the San Jose Ballroom located on the Mezzanine. Come
early and browse through the tables, and if we do not have a title you’re looking for,
feel free to sign up for a book order.
Chill Out with a Good Read
~ Debbie

