
 

Hafa Adai,  

I hope everyone had a pleasant summer and is looking for-
ward to a challenging and productive academic school year.  
A new school year is the time for new goals, new beginnings, 
and new commitments on our road to success.  Opportuni-
ties and challenges every school year improve the lives and 
future of our children on Guam.  As an organization, we are 
committed to the development of adult and children's     
reading programs to improve literacy and reading             
instruction on Guam and the Micronesian islands.  Our fo-
cus remains on meeting the academic needs of every student 
so they are prepared to leave our school system prepared to 
meet the demands of their chosen direction – college or a 
career.  As members of the International Reading Associa-
tion – Guam Council, we stand united in building a future 
where all of our students on Guam and Micronesia can 
reach for the stars and achieve great success.  Visit our open 
house general meeting on September 12, 2015 from 8:00 
a.m. – 11:00 a.m. at George Washington High School.  Be 
part of a community of literacy professionals, making a dif-
ference in the fight for literacy. 

International  
Literacy Association 

 AMAZING FACTS

781 
MILLION  PEOPLE 

WORLDWIDE 

Are 

ILLITERATE 
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UNBOX  
THAT CAMEO! 

Are you like many others who 
store and forget  packages at 
home?  FEAR NOT!!!  Join 
the International Reading  
Association and attend our 
workshops on how to use the 
Silhouette Cameo.  Clean 
that closet out, dust off that 
box, and bring your machine 
to our workshop for some 
hands-on learning experience. 

Message  from  the  President 

126 
MILLION  YOUTHS 

Are 

ILLITERATE 
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Dr. Laura M. Torres Souder is President and CEO of Souder, Betances 
and Associates, Inc. in Chicago. Through her visionary leadership, she 
leads a competent team of professionals to provide cutting edge training 
services to public and private clients in the areas of leadership                 
development, educational transformation, bridging the student        
achievement gap, organizational change management, diversity and      

inclusion for mission and bottom-line success.  
Dr. Souder earned her BA at Emanuel College in Boston and her MA and PhD in American 
Studies from the University of Hawaii as a Joint Doctoral Intern at the East West Center. She 
completed a post-doctoral Ford Foundation Minority Fellowship at De Paul University in      
Chicago.  Laura has presented at Conferences throughout Micronesia, Asia and the South     
Pacific and has been part of research efforts sponsored by the South Pacific Commission, 
UNESCO and other entities on the effects of modernization and development on Pacific Island 
people, language and culture. She served as Curator of the Guam Museum.  
Dr. Souder also taught at the University of Guam for over a decade. Her courses included     
History of Guam, Education on Guam, Sociology, Micronesian Studies, Women’s Studies and 
Ethnic Studies. She has written an historical monograph published by the Micronesian Area 
Research Center at UOG entitled, Daughters of the Island: Contemporary Chamorro              
Organizers of Guam.; was co-editor of Chamorro Self-Determination and has also authored     
numerous  research papers and technical reports. She was recently recognized by the Guam 
Women’s  Chamber of Commerce as the first Chamorro woman to have published a book.  
Laura Souder has extensive background as a senior leader, manager and supervisor in         
government affairs. She served as the youngest member of the Governor’s Cabinet on Guam at 
the age of 24 and became the Cultural attaché to the Governor representing Guam                 
internationally.  She has also evaluated programs and provided expert testimonies to            
government agencies, including the United Nations.  
As a woman of distinction, she has advocated for greater participation of women alongside men 
in promoting a more just and inclusive society in many diverse forums. Finally, she is           
spiritually grounded, is gifted with a sense of humor and a greater sense of purpose. Her      
passion and unwavering commitment for promoting authentic literacy building, dual language 
literacy and culturally relevant pedagogy in pre-school, K-12 and post-secondary institutions of 
higher learning have earned her the reputation as a Literacy Champion in the region. 

Featured Speaker— Dr. Laura Souder 

 

“Strengthening the World of Work Through Diversity” 
TM 

Dr. Betances on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dr-Samuel-
Betances/113244541450 
Winning the Future Fan Page on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WinningTheFuture 
Dr. Betances' YouTube Channel: http://www.youtube.com/betancesspeaks 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dr-Samuel-Betances/113244541450
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Dr-Samuel-Betances/113244541450
https://www.facebook.com/WinningTheFuture
http://www.youtube.com/betancesspeaks


BRING A FRIEND AND WIN 
Already an International Reading       

Association member?                      
BRING A FRIEND. For each referred 

friend that signs up for a 2015-2016 IRA 
membership, you will be entered in a 

drawing to win a ROUND-TRIP      
TICKET TO THE  PHILIPPINES.** 

*SOME RESTRICTIONS APPLY *NON-TRANSFERABLE (* MUST 
BE PRESENT TO WIN ) 

September  12,  2015!

�2�S�H�Q���+�R�X�V�H���³�&�U�H�D�W�H���D���/�L�W�H�U�D�F�\���5�L�F�K���(�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�´!

October  10,  2015!

�³�2�I�I�H�U�L�Q�J���&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�L�Q�J���2�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���3�U�R�P�R�W�H!

�5�L�V�N���7�D�N�L�Q�J� !́

November  2015  !

�³�0�X�O�W�L�G�L�P�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�D�O���6�W�R�U�\�W�H�O�O�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���&�O�D�V�V�U�R�R�P�´����
��/�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���$�U�W�V���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���7�%�$�!

December  5,  2015  !

�³�3�U�D�F�W�L�F�H���(�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�Q�J���2�Q�O�L�Q�H���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���0�D�W�H�U�L��
�D�O�V�´��*Annual  Book  Fair  at  the  Agana  Shopping  
Center*!

February  6,  2016  !

�³�8�V�L�Q�J���7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\���W�R���(�Q�K�D�Q�F�H���(�Q�J�D�J�H�G���/�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J�´!

*2016  Read"A"Thon*      !

March  12,  2016!

�³�7�D�N�L�Q�J���6�W�H�S�V���W�R���P�H�H�W���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���7�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\� !́

April  16,  2016!

�³Electronic  Books  in  the  Classroom� !́

May  21,  2016  !

�³Read  and  Write  in  the  Computer  Age� !́

INTERNATIONAL READING ASSOCIATION 
GUAM COUNCIL 

2015-2016 BOARD MEMBERS 
 

President - Evangeline P. Chaco 

President Elect – Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera 

Treasurer – Nilfa Milan 

Recording Secretary – Manda Tenorio 

Corresponding Secretary – Neldie Pendon-Limtiaco 

Author Visit – Jennifer Berry 

Book Exchange – Jane Rayphand 

Door Prize – Tina Buendicho 

Grants – Martha Sudo 

Hard Cover – Robelyn Bumagat 

Historian – Margaret Asuncion 

Membership – Stephanie Flores, Rosemary Ferguson 

Newsletter Editor – Grace Griffin 

Novelties – Rosemarie Castro, Margaret Beem 

Paperback – Rachel Douglas, Marilyn Balajadia 

Professional Resources – Lois Gumataotao 

Professional Development – Erlinda Arriola 

Software – Geri Duenas-Eclavea, Jessica Tamam 

Web Designer – Liwanag Dominguez 

Young Adult -  Leonora Balajadia 

2015-2016 General Meetings 
George Washington High School 

Time:  8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 



Highlights 
OPEN HOUSE 

Date:    September 12, 2015 
Place:   GW High School Cafeteria 

1.  GET INVOLVED!! 

2. JOIN the International Reading  
Association – Guam Council. 

3. For a 1-3 hour commitment a week, 
YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE.  
Become a volunteer with the        
International Reading Association–
Guam Council. 

4. Build Literacy every day. 

5. Participate in the Jumpstart’s Read 
for the Record. 

          Things  to  Do   

 

P.O. Box 21733 

Barrigada, GU 96921 

 

iraguam.blogspot.com 

 

FOR  LEARNING  TOOLS,  BOOKS  AND  RESOURCES,  VISIT  OUR  LITERACY  TABLES 

The International Reading Association – Guam Council general meetings provide tables of learning 
resources and tools for our professional members.  Each table are overseen by dedicated members 
and volunteers of our organization.  These individuals have dedicated hours from their families and 
work to join our mission in promoting literacy programs on Guam and Micronesia.  As a member,  
opportunities are available to purchase learning resources, books for the classrooms, apply for educa-
tor grants, and attend the 2016 ILA national conference.   

Earn one (1) PD894 IRA graduate 
credit for recertification by signing 
up for the IRA course sponsored by 
the SOE Alumni    Association.  The 
cost is $50 ($20 recording fee + $30 
instructional fee).  Current SOE 
Alumni Association members pay 
only the recording fee.  For more in-
formation, visit the IRA course/SOE 
Alumni Association table or e-mail 
Dr. Rivera atmnrivera1@yahoo.com; 
E r l i n d a  A r r i o l a 
at esnarriola@gdoe.net.  

mailto:mnrivera1@yahoo.com
mailto:esnarriola@gdoe.net

