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To Take the Problem Out of Word Problems, We Can...

1. Use a'cloze” approach as a way to improve students’ reading mathematical word

problems:

Machine A fills bottles faster than Machine B. Machine A fills bottles at a rate of __

per minute. Machine B fills bottles at a rate of

per minute. Both machines can fill bottles in

minutes,

2. Anticipate student errors, by sharing an incorrect solution to a problem, asklng the
class to explain what is wrong with the solution: .

Carolyn passed 70% of the questions on her math test. If there were 30 problems
on the test, how many questions did Carolyn not answer correctly?

Carolyn’s solution: 0.7 x 30 = 21

What's wrong with her solution?

3. Use Singapore's model drawing approach to solving word problems:

a; Emily nad 2 piocks. She found 3 more. How many total biocks @.oes Emily
have?

Emily now has a total of




b) Max had 5 codkies. He gave 2 of them to Fred. How many cookies did Max
have left?

cookies left.

¢) Jerome has 30 baseball cards. Ryan has 18. How many more baseball cards
does Jerome have than Ryan?

d) There are 4 cages of rabbits in the pet store. If there are 2 rabbits in each cage,
how many total rabbits are there?

e) Brittany has 6 peanut butter cookies that she wants to share. She wants to
divide them evenly among 3 friends. How many cookies should each friend
receive?

f) Brittany has 12 chocolate chip cookies. She wants to put them into small bags.
with 3 cookies in each bag How many bags will she need?

Y

g} Drew had 4 baseball cards Anna had twice as many cards as Drew How many
baseball cards did they have altogether?
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