
Flotilla Commander’s Quote of the Month:
                             “Pain is temporary. Quitting lasts forever.” ~Lance Armstrong

                                   Sometimes in life, things will get tough. When we experience this, we must                                    
                                   always remember that it’s at this time that we must never give up, because    
                                   tough times are temporary and do not last forever. Although the pain may 
                                   be irritating at the moment, later in life, knowing that you’ve given up will 
                                   be even more painful. We will get through this COVID-19 pandemic 
                                   together. Remember, tough times don’t last, tough people, do!

Your fellow shipmate,
Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera

FC/FSO-CS/PE/BA-TMSB
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2021 OFFICERS

Flotilla Commander - Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera
Vice Flotilla Commander - Mae Mendiola
IPFC/FSO-HR (Human Resources) - Jodie Nelson
FSO-DV (Diversity) - Mae Mendiola
FSO-FN (Financial) -Darren Mollot
FSO-SR (Secretary) - Dr. Cynthia Sajnovsky
FSO-CS (Communication Services)-Bradley 
Hokanson
FSO-OP (Operations) - Paul Romias
FSO-MT (Member Training)- Robert Sajnovsky
FSO-PV (Program Visitor) - Robert Vasquez
FSO-VE (Vessel Examination)-Hilda Duncan
FSO-PA (Public Affairs) Robert Vasquez
FSO-PB (Publications)-Dr. Darlene Roberto
FSO-PE (Public Education)-Dr. Matilda N. Rivera
FSO-MS (Marine Safety)-Marlo Santos
FSO-MA (Materials)-Mhay Lumagui
FSO-IS (Information Systems)- Robert Sajnovsky
FSO-AS (AUXSCOUT)-Bradley Hokanson
AFSO-DV - Jovita Perez Alcantara
AFSO-SR- Laurie Alig
AFSO-PB- Piola Fernandez
AFSO-HR/MS- Kevin Rosario
AFSO-PE- Mye Ganan-Flores

Feb. 19, 1941:
Through the Auxiliary and Reserve Act 
of 1941, Congress turned the Reserves 
into an active branch and civilian 
volunteers formed the Auxiliary, which 
used to be known as the Coast Guard 
Reserve. 



            Piola Ann 
            Arriola 
            Fernandez,
            AFSO-PB
A close family friend mentioned that she was 
joining and invited me to join if I’m interested. I 
decided to research about the program to learn 
more and it was new and impressive to me. I 
decided together with other close friends to sign 
up.  when I was offered this opportunity, I wanted to 
be a part of serving in the program so that I can be 
a part of something new that I can contribute to my 
island and the US Coast Guard. The first thing I 
found out about Guam’s Flotilla is that it was 
recognized as the Flotilla of the year in 2012 and 
that’s something I knew I wanted to learn more 
about. To learn to carry out our missions and 
operations would be beneficial to my personal 
growth and I hope that my training will help me be a 
great team member to our already awesome flotilla 
team. As a volunteer I am hoping to support our 
local flotilla accomplish our yearly mission goals 
and expected operational duties. I hope to learn 
more about our public education program so I can 
work to be a part of that team that educates our 
local community. I am eager to learn more about 
vessel operation safety checks and marine dealer 
visits.

         Laurie Ann 
         Ranches Alig, 
         AFSO-SR

I was referred by Dr. Matilda Rivera. I was looking for 
a way to give back to the community (community 
service/public service).  In addition to this, I love the 
water and my family and I own a boat and enjoy 
boating and fishing.  With the water being our 
second home, I also wanted to gain some knowledge 
on the safety measures of boating. I can share the 
knowledge and expertise I obtain from all the 
certifications and trainings provided by CGAUX and 
most of all promote boating safety.I would love to 
participate in any presentation, especially visits to 
our schools and encourage our children to love and 
learn how to be a safe boater.  I am also willing to 
help the Flotilla in any way possible and support the 
mission.

.

Jovita 
Perez
Alcantara
AFSO-DV
.

           Fred B. Alig
         

 

I  heard about the program 
through a friend. I want to 
give back to the community 
and spread awareness 
regarding water safety.

Dr. Darlene 
Roberto, FSO-PB
.Dr. Matilda Naputi Rivera’s 

awe-inspiring civic engagement 
and volunteerism ignited the fire 
in me to seek a new purpose in 
life and I found the Auxiliary.

Fred was inspired by his wife Laurie 
to become a part of the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary team. He wishes to educate 
youth on the proper ways of boating 
& safety and hopes  to attend patrol 
missions.

I want to be challenged out of my comfort zone 
and use my skills as an educator and leader in 
promoting safety for all in Guam’s beautiful waters. 
I look forward to the rewards of volunteering my 
time and efforts to assisting the Coast Guard’s 
missions through the Auxiliary and at the same 
time work with an amazing group of diverse 
individuals with the same mindset.



Congratulations to James Sullivan 
who completed AUX-MI Training! 
Here is James receiving his 
certificate.

Congratulations to David Y. Lee who 
was appointed as a National Staff 
Officer. Mr. Lee is now Branch Chief - 
Asia from the International Outreach 
Division of the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
for 2021-2022. As part of the 
International Outreach 
Team, Mr. Lee will 
continue to
 assist in building 
out our CGAUX 
presence
 internationally.

Congratulations to our FC,
Dr. Matilda Naputi
Rivera, for 
her appointment by
National Commodore, 
Alexander 
Malewski, Jr. as National 
Staff Officer 
BRANCH ASST -
PERFORMANCE 
SOLUTIONS, effective
November 2020 to
October 2022. 

Bob Sajnovsky, FSO-MT, would 
like to congratulate all the 
members who are using this 
down-time to self-study and get 
CORE Training and BQ II classes 
accomplished. They are Piola 
Fernandez, Jovita Alcantara, 
Laurie Ann Alig, Darlene Roberto, 
and Aaron Petras. A member who 
resides in Singapore, James 
Sullivan, is also burning through 
qualifying training courses in order 
to assist the U.S. Coast Guard 
contingent’s mission in South-East 
Asia. So, Bravo Zulu to all those 
who are working to gain skills 
during this pandemic-hiatus.



As AFSO-DV Jovita Alcantara and I, 
FSO-DV Mae Mendiola, are 
committed to diversity and inclusion, 
we wish to create a welcoming 
atmosphere and to provide awareness 
to our fellow Coast Guard Auxiliarists 
through some of the different 
professional and cultural days of 
observance for the month of February.

February 2021 Month-long 
observances:

● American Heart Month
● Black History Month

February 2021 Events:
● Feb 12 - Chinese New Year (Year 

of the Ox)
● Feb 14 - Valentine’s Day
● Feb 15 - Presidents’ Day (USA)
● Feb 16 - Mardi Gras

Mr. David Y. Lee is now branch 
chief– INDOPACOM! His duties now 
include: reporting to the division chief of 
the international outreach, a division of 
International Affairs. His goal is to build 
relationships and improve information 
sharing amongst volunteer civilian Search 
and Rescue (SAR) organizations in the 
Asia Pacific region. He will be working 
with two branch assistants on various 
projects to support the local SAR 
organization’s effort to enhance their 
marine safety operations.  They are also 
building relationships for exchanging 
information with civilian Search and 
Rescue organizations in various countries 
in Asia and Oceania on behalf of the US 
Coast Guard Auxiliary.

Mr. Lee is originally from Seattle, 
Washington and joined the Guam flotilla in 
2014 from Seoul, South Korea. He was 
introduced by Matthew Smith, former 
commander of Asia operations. As a 
class-A interpreter of Korean language, he 
assisted Matthew in building relationships 
with Korean Coast Guard and Korea 
Maritime rescue and Salvage Association.  
He is married with two children (both in 
colleges in US) and is an avid sailor and 
the owner of a small 24 ft sailboat.



February 16 February 4

February 3February 10


